Review of Adolph Ruth’s California Mine information
by Richard A. Robinson 12/28/2013; Upd 3/8/2016
Below is a highlighted isolated portion of the Thurston Road Map which Erwin Ruth and his
father Adolph Ruth used during their December 1919 trip to California in search of a Spanish
gold mine and the X marked on the map which I had assumed to have been placed on the map by
Adolph Ruth after analysis of some original Spanish documents in his possession and marked
where the Spanish mine was located, and, in addition, that this was done before Adolph Ruth left
his home.

Portion of 1916 Thurston Road Map
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The following is a review of possible scenarios which lead Adolph Ruth to make the marks on
the map based upon information from Erwin Ruth’s manuscript entitled “The story of the
Mexican’s gold mines”. The main information reviewed is the following (page 1):
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First, Erwin Ruth was given a number of papers which at a minimum contained maps to a mine
in Southern California (plus an unsuspected map to a mine in Arizona) given to him by Senora
Gonzales in Monterey, Mexico (probably in 1913 or 1914) . But what did these papers include?
Just maps? I wonder! The mine in question was more than one thousand miles from Monterrey,
Mexico and only worked periodically. It would seem that if the documents concerning the mine
were complete that they should have also contain the following:
(1) Preparatory information concerning the number of men, equipment, weapons and food
needed for the trip to the mine and back; also, perhaps, if this was a solitary adventure or part of a
larger caravan which serviced the port of San Diego and missions.
(2) Contact information concerning allies along the trip and at the location surrounding the mine.
In addition, gifts for them.
(3) Information concerning the destination, mine location, possible hazards and grazing
location(s) for the animals.

Richard Robinson’s assumptions:
(1) The document contained more than a map to the mine.
(2) The information was accurate and understandable by Adolph Ruth.
(3) The location of the center of the X is the located present day black tourmaline mine found at
the tip of the hill forming Arkansas Canyon on land formally owned by the Rutherford family in
the San Felipe Valley north of Julian California or an area close by.
(4) The spot labeled “Pencil mark” is a location along Grapevine canyon. Initial guess is
Angelina Springs based upon location of spot and the following discussion reviewing the 1993
Master of Arts thesis by Nancy J. Olsen of the University of Idaho titled: “Native American Land
Usage At Angelina Springs In Anza-Borrego Desert State Park Borrego Springs, California”.
Reference to this document will just use the term “the thesis” in the discussion below.
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The Thesis Discussion
The thesis focuses on two locations in Grapevine Canyon. The major focus is on SD438/C141
which is located at Angelina Spring and SD437 which is located 0.3 miles upstream of SD438.
The sites reviewed before selecting these sites for this paper “included sites from the junction of
Bitter Creek Canyon and Grapevine Canyon Road 2.5 miles downstream from Angelina Springs
(pg.4)”. “The field was narrowed to 27 sites within 0.5 miles radius of Angelina Springs (pg.4)”
plus SD453 a village compound at Stuart Springs one mile upstream from Angelina Springs and
also SD433 and SD434 which were 0.5 miles downstream from Angelina Springs (pg.4).
Research centers/libraries used in the research for the thesis are:
(1) South Coastal Information Center, San Diego, California. It is the repository for all surveys of
San Diego County since 1952. Its address is: 4283 El Cajon Blvd. Suite 250 San Diego, CA
92105 - 619-594-5682
(2) Library and Curatorial at the Museum of Man, San Diego, California. Its address is: 350 El
Prado, Balboa Park • San Diego, CA 92101 (619) 239-2001
(3) The Fowler Museum of Cultural History on the campus of the University of California in Los
Angeles, California.

What are some of the interesting points about SD438/C141 which are appealing
to suggest this location as the “pencil mark” on Adolph Ruth’s map?
(1) The location of the “pencil mark” along Grapevine Canyon, from my analysis, closely agrees
with the location of Angelina Springs.
(2) SD438/C141 was a duel-usage area. “Part of this area was owned by a small band of
northern Diegueno Indians as a permanent village. Another nearby area was used by a large
number of migratory people who came in search of the agave, mesquite, and wild plums that
grow abundantly at Angelina Springs (pg.2)”
(3) Occupation of Angelina Springs dates to before 1000AD. “Rogers excavated Angelina Hill
(C141) at this time (1926) finding a charcoal level at a depth of 6 to 8 ft.. Pottery shards were
found in the top 20 in.. Rogers places the time of occupation at the ‘pre-pottery Yuman stage’.
Pottery came into use by the Yumans about the year AD 1000 (Davis 1969) (pg.3)”.
(4) The Diegueno tribal group called the “Kumeyaay” resided in the Imperial Valley. “The
Kumeyaay claimed territory that is south of the San Diego River and stretches from the eastern
edge of the Laguna Mountains inland across the Imperial Valley to the Colorado River (pg15)”.
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(5) I hypothesize that the Spanish would of - as a “courtesy” - have asked permission to work
their mine because “it was a courtesy to ask the chief for permission to gather food in his territory
(pg17)”. As is quoted from “Tom Lucas, a mountain Diegueno, ... when asked about opengathering within the tribal areas (pg17)” was “What’s ours is yours, but if they find anyone just
stealing, why that’s another thing — [Carrico 1982:131] (pg18)”. I further hypothesize that
Angelina Springs was a power center for the Kumeyaay.
(6) While there is a spring closer to the suggested mine location, I propose that either Angelina
Springs or Yaqui Well would be a better place to keep the animals used for the trip. As noted
about Yaqui Well: “Water can be hard to spot at Yaqui Well, with grass and trees soaking up the
vital resource. Nevertheless, cattle ranchers and Native Americans relied heaving on this water
source (along with area wildlife)”.
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Discussion concerning directions between the proposed mine
location and Angelina Springs
The Thurston Road map indicates that the direction to Angelina Springs from the proposed mine
location would be to take highway S2 to highway 78 and from there to the junction of Grapevine
Canyon and then up Grapevine Canyon for about five miles to Angelina Springs; However,
reviewing a topographic map of the area shows (and this needs to be confirmed) two possible
more direct routes (bitter Creek Canyon is the more southern route) as shown in the highlighted
map:

Possible routes between mine and Angelina Springs
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Closer view of Angelina Springs:

Angelina Springs
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Closer view of Bitter Creek Canyon:

Bitter Creek Canyon between mine & Grapevine Canyon
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Closer view of mine area and spring in San Felipe Valley to the north of location:

San Felipe mine and Spring in San Felipe canyon
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Questions about suggested mine
Below is a picture of the suggested mine location and the basic question which I have is in regard
to the pile of rocks and mine excavation behind the rocks. When I was at the location I did not
take any pictures of it because it was raining and I did not take my camera because of the rain;
however, the main tourmaline mining seems to have been done in the gully to the right of the pile
of rocks. The excavation behind the pile of rocks appeared to be a hole about 15 feet high and at
least ten feet wide and the part of the shaft which I could see angled down (just guessing) at
about 75 degrees. In the roof of the shaft were many roots dangling from the shrubs above. My
impression was that it seemed to be a very primitive method of mining. I was wondering if
during the rainy season much of the dirt from the roof and sides washed into the tunnel and had
to be re-excavated from the pit. I also wondered if the people who made that shaft were the same
people who worked the black tourmaline mine.
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UPDATE: 3/8/2016
Using Google Earth mapping of Angelina Spring relative to our suggested “mine” shows some
interesting points relative to 1916 Thurston Road Map. The Google Map with highlights is
shown in the following figure:

Highlighted paths between Angelina Spring and possible mine.
As can be seen, after Scissors crossing and one enters Grapevine Canyon that the canyon takes a
north-west direction which is not shown in the 1916 road map shown in the next figure below.
One thing that had bothered me about the Angelina Spring/mine connection is that from the 1916
map it seemed that one would have to travel about 15 miles to get to the mine - a long distance if
one is considering a daily communication between the mine and Angelina Spring. However,
from the Google map is can be seen that at least two shorter routes are available. One, a direct
route over the hill between the Spring and the mine of about 3.7 miles, and, two, a less strenuous
route of about 5.3 miles.
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1916 Thurston Road Map highlighting Grapevine Canyon error
While the 1916 Thurston Road Map does show a slight north-west bend in the canyon, it can be
seen in the Google Map that the western end of the canyon extends much further west although
the road to Borrego Springs does leave Grapevine canyon and goes to the city of Ranchita.
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