Expansion on the discussion of Ruth’s California adventure
In my essay “Thought’s about the Ruth search for the California Mine” (March 28, 2009), I
discuss, in detail, the Thurston Road Map which Erwin Ruth and his father Adolph Ruth used
during their December 1919 trip to California in search of a Spanish gold mine and the X marked
on the map which I had assumed to have been placed on the map by Adolph Ruth after analysis
of some original Spanish documents in his possession and marked where the Spanish mine was
located, and, in addition, that this was done before Adolph Ruth left his home. The essay
meandered through my various interpretations of the X and ended with an interpretation which
isolates a location north of Julian California that was about 900 feet from an anomaly which
looked like a mine on a Google satellite map and ended with the statement that the area “warrants
further field research.” Further research was performed and this essay outlines the results but first
a short review of the first essay which focuses on analyzing the X marking on the Thurston Road
Map.
The Thurston Road Map was a map given to Fred Guiry of the Dons Club in 1949 by Erwin Ruth
who assured Fred Guiry of it’s authenticity as the map used by him and his father. What I found
interesting about the map was that it was a “Transcontinental Map” which showed the
“Southern all year Round Route” that extended from Washington, D.C. (where Adolph Ruth
lived) on the east to San Diego, California on the west. It was this feature and the fact that it had
copyright dates of 1915 and 1916 (which are several years before their December 1919 trip) that I
leaned toward the possibility that Adolph had and used the map before the trip to California;
therefore, the marking on the map was possibly a “product” of his knowledge before his arrival
in the area - a critical point in trying to determine the value of the marking. To put it another way,
how successful was Mr. Ruth in gleaning the information from the documents in his possession
and translating that information into the symbol on the Thurston Road Map - and was it possible
for another person to interpret this information.
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The marking of interest was:

Original map marking
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and on close inspection, as my friend Bill Steila astutely pointed out, it became obvious that the
symbol was actually two symbols, a north pointer (red highlight) and some terrain markings (blue
vertical highlight and black horizontal lines):

North pointer and terrain markings
Ultimately the essay isolates a likely location north of Julian (dot is Google satellite anomaly):

Isolated location of interest
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Performing a Google search of satellite images of the area, the following terrain feature was
observed at the red dot in the above image which is about 900 feet from the cross point of the X:

And this is where the “Thought’s about the Ruth search for the California Mine” essay
concluded.
Further research of the area since the essay was written showed that the anomaly was on land
owned by the Rutherford family - a locally famous family who had owned the land for more than
one hundred years; however, the land was recently deeded to the California fish & game who are
in the process of making it into a wilderness area (Coal and mineral patents were not conveyed
with the purchase of the lands). A visit to the area by a geologist (Gerry Horton) and I determined
that the anomaly was a “black tourmaline” mine and that the mine is located on a ridge east of
Arkansas Canyon in the San Felipe Valley on a "quartz dike" (the white looking streak to left of
mine) which runs diagonally down the hill. While the mine is “not” a gold mine and “black
tourmaline” is not generally indicative of a gold-bearing region (whereas pink tourmaline
sometimes is), the site does seem to closely coincide with the best interpretation of the symbol
that I have to offer. In addition, a review of the Geology and Mineral Resources of San Diego
Co., report # 3, 1963, showing the location of the mine did not indicate any other mining location
within the area.
The following photographs (taken by Gerry Horton) were taken on a trip to the mine:
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However, with this being said, a review of my original concerns voiced in the essay, namely:
(1) Why did Erwin Ruth let his father get into such a situation where he became “lost”
and it took a search party four days to find him?
(2) Why were Erwin and Adolph Ruth in the area of Borrego Valley when Adolph
sustained his injury when the symbol definitely indicates an area of the San Felipe valley?
(3) Why was the search for the mine not resumed once Adolph had recovered?
(4) Since the documents to the California mine seem to have been valid (and I suppose
accurate), why did the Ruth family abandon the search altogether?
(5) Why have the original documents never been found?
would not be answered even if the mine was a gold mine. So is it possible to explore these
concerns more fully?
Let’s try! First we will fast forward in time to October 15, 1931 a point in time where Adolph
Ruth has disappeared in the Superstition Mountain (on June 15, 1931) and the search for him has
failed to produce any results; in addition, Erwin Ruth has just finished writing a manuscript
entitled “The story of the Mexican’s gold mines.” The manuscript’s subject is the Lost
Dutchman Mine containing a brief history but the main subject of the document is the present
search efforts for his father. What is of interest about the document concerning our present
questions are in the introductory paragraphs of the manuscript which is produced below:
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While the first paragraph is only of secondary importance, it does show that it was Erwin who
originally received the documents (maps of Southern California) from Senora Gonzales in
Monterey, Mexico. So when did this occur? We do know that Erwin Ruth went to Mexico in
July 1913 (as the following post card shows) during a Mexican civil uprising and it would be a
good guess that it occurred during this trip. Erwin would have been about 25 years old.

July 2, 1913 Post card from Erwin Ruth
An interesting question about this “gift” is “was it unencumbered”; that is, was it given free and
clear with no constraints as to its use or were there obligations attached to it? I ask this question
because of Erwin’s reluctance to share this information in the future and also because there does
not seem to have been any deed or title - based upon the description in the manuscript - among
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the documents he was given. So what ownership or mineral rights did Senora Gonzales’s
grandfather have to the land the mine was on? If he was not the owner then what agreements did
he have with the owner(s) and was it transferable? It seems like the earliest land grant in the area
of Warners Spring was in the 1830's where portions of the land had been granted to Silvestre de
la Portilla. The three square league Rancho Valle de San Felipe was granted to Felipe Castillo in
1846.
I brought up the above points because if there is confusion concerning the California Mine then
so much more so the “uncomprehendable old map” that was among the documents given to
Erwin. When Senora Gonzales was asked about the map, she said:
“That is the map of my husband’s cousins, the Peralta family. ... I believe the map is a
copy of the original and was given to Senor Gonzales for safe keeping, or perhaps to
fortify against the loss of the original.”
So when this is considered, one must ask “did she have the right to give it away?”
But enough about the legal issues and onto the major point which is the sentence:
So on my fathers next visit to Senora Gonzales, the time when she indentified [sic] the
old brass button found at the location of their gold mine, and [sic] that of her
grandfather’s, ...
Doesn’t this statement basically say that Erwin and his father either found the California
mine or at least the camp associated with it?
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I then e-mailed Greg Davis the following:
Greg,
In Erwin Ruth’s 1931 manuscript "The story of the Mexican’s gold mines", the second
paragraph says:
"So on my fathers next visit to Senora Gonzales, the time when she identified the old
brass button found at the location of their gold mine, and [RAR "and" probably typo
for "as" ??] that of her grandfather’s, father questioned the Senora concerning the
importance of this uncomprehendable old map"
Do you know if anyone questioned Erwin about this statement as it indicates - in my mind
- that Erwin’s father at a minimum found the camp - if not the mine - on their California
trip in 1919?
Richard Robinson
to which he responded
Yes they did find some brass buttons in the Borrego Desert that appeared to be Mexican.
The group of Dons who went to Washington in 1946 were shown these buttons and one
was given to Fred to take back to Phoenix to have copies made for the Dons Club
Uniforms however the company who received the button to duplicate said that they lost
the button. Erwin was not to happy to receive that news. That is all that I know about it.
Greg
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Pondering this question and the fact that Adolph Ruth sustained his injury in the Borrego Valley
area, I took a closer look at my Xerox copy of the Thurston Road Map in this area. I found what
appeared to be a small marking on the map shown below:

Small marking (red arrow) in Borrego Valley area
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I then sent the following e-mail to Greg Davis:
Greg,
The attached JPG is part of the Erwin Ruth’s road map. The red arrow points to a mark
along the road by Borrego Spring which seem a little strange (not a symmetrical round
dot) and possibly not part of the original map. If it would not be to much trouble could
you check the original map and see if it is part of the original map or a mark added later.
Thanks,
Richard
to which he responded:
Rich: The dot you are referring to is not part of the original map. It is a pencil mark
probably put there by either Adolph or Erwin. That is all I know about it. Greg

I think this answers a number of my original concerns but not the ones regarding the whereabouts
of the original documents or Erwin’s lack of openness (although I can appreciate this when
considering the nature of the pressure for the information). Basically Erwin and Adolph Ruth got
to Los Angeles on December 12, 1919 after a train ride from Washington, D.C. and Adolph
probably had his accident on December 18 (the newspaper report was dated December 22) so
they had at least five days to determine that the mine was on private land (the Rutherford Ranch)
and also time to locate and explore the Gonzales camp in the Borrego Valley. They were
probably close to returning home and closing out the adventure and Adolph decided to take a
“small” solitary stroll in the hills to mull things over as hikers and adventurers tend to do. An
interesting point to ponder is that Erwin Ruth says in his manuscript that his father always kept a
diary - at least on such adventures - as to whether or not that the diary still exists.
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