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The theory of the Superstition Tablets advocated in the book Superstition Mountain Window
to Lost Treasures discusses, in part, the features on the Tablet referred to as the PRIEST
STONE. This presentation proposed the idea that the “Priest” symbol contained an embedded
map and advanced the following figure which outlined the major features of this map:

Figure 2 Priest map outlined
This essay will go into more elaborate detail regarding this hypothesized map as the focus in the
book was only in regards to details that related to the directions to Casa Grande.
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The first portion of the map to receive more attention will be the bottom of the robe. This area of
concern is:

Figure 3 area under discussion
The general technique which I employ to illustrate relationships between the Tablets and
geological areas is to overlay the outline on a topographical map of the area which is what I have
done in the next topographical map figure. Inspection of this figure will reveal that the alignment
agreement in the east-west direction is quite good; however, the rim of the robe at the northern
reaches which represents the Babocomari River fails to reach the river. But according to the
present theory of the Superstition Tablets, this is actually what would be expected. Recall that
this theory suggested that the carved letters of word Peligroza were carved at two different
heights (the only word so carved) to represent the actual directional scale factor in the northsouth and east-west directions which have different scale factors in these directions. The larger
size letter (the P) represented a fixed distance in the east-west direction and the remaining
smaller letters (eligroza) represent the same fixed distance in the north-south direction.
A rough estimate of the distance represented by the length of the P using the following figure
where the distance between the red hashes is 37.6 miles (14 leagues) calculates to 5 leagues
(using 2.8 P(s) for the distance between hash marks).

Figure 4 distance
The relationship between the north-south and east-west scales, according to this theory of the
Tablets, is that a length which would represent 2 miles in an east-west direction would represent
3 miles in a north-south direction. This relationship would mean that when the outline is
expanded sufficiently to overlay properly in the east-west direction that it should fall short in the
north-south direction - which it does. Using image manipulation tools it is possible to expand the
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north-south direction of the outline to have the same scale factor as the east-west. The second
figure shows what this new image overlay would look like. The red outline is the expanded
outline and inspection of the figure will show how the outline now matches the Babocomari
River and the fit on the Huachuca Mountains is better while still matching the Garden Canyon
section of the mountain.
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Figure 5 original outline overlaid on topographical map of the suggested area
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Figure 6 expanding north-south scale to agree with east-west scale (red outline)
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A closer look at the section of the overlay which covers the area near Sonoita and Patagonia
reveals not only how close the overlay describes the area but also some interesting facts. Notice
that the downturn from the Babocomari River is in the area of Elgin - an original estimate of this
theory. The trail then goes into the south eastern end of Harshaw Creek from the Meadow Valley
Flat and then to present day Patagonia. The robe overlay then goes northward very close to the
town of Sonoita and then follows what is today Highway 83 toward Tucson.
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When this outline is overlaid on a local map of the area it is interesting to note that this path is
actually available through presently existing roads.

Figure 8 overlay on local map of the area
A historical footnote regarding the portion of the rob that suggests that the direction to Tucson
from this area should follow along what is today Highway 83 is found in the translation of Juan
Nentvig’s Rudo Ensayo, A description of Sonora and Arizona in 1764 by Alberto Pradeau
and Robert Rasmussen (University of Arizona Press,1980). In this work, Juan Nentvig, a Jesuit
priest making a tour of the missions in Sonora Mexico, describes part of the journey from
mission to mission in the following words:
... [describing relative locations] The royal presidio of Terrenate is five leagues to
the east, and the valley of San Luis is six leagues to the southwest with the
principal mission of Guebavi twelve leagues farther west; Sonoitac is almost ten
leagues to the northwest.
From Sonoitac [It is not clear - to me - how he got to Sonoitac. Nentvig states that
he stayed at Santa Maria Soamca but the book is not clear if he then went to
Terrenate and then to Sonoitac or directly to Sonoitac from Soamca] we shall
continue our journey to San Xavier Del Bac thirty leagues away. ..
And then further:
From Tucson we shall trek thirty leagues to reach the royal presidio of Tubac ...
then ... to Tumacacori, .. then to Calabazas.
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Notice the he goes from the mission of Sonoitac to the mission of San Xavier Del Bac and then
he goes from Tucson to Tubac and Tumacacori! If he had traveled along the Santa Cruz River
toward San Xavier Del Bac he would have passed Tumacacori and Tubac first; therefore, he had
to go a different direction to San Xavier Del Bac - which I am suggesting is the road outlined by
the front of the priests robe. The following figure is a portion of a map drawn by Nentvig which
shows the area described in the above passage:

Figure 9 portion of Nentvig’s map
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A closer look shows the relationship between Guebavi, Sonoitac and Tubac. Sonoitac is shown
to the east of Tubac and slightly further south. This location puts the mission about where
Sonoita is today. I need to research this point further because I have not found exactly were the
mission of Sonoitac was located but just a casual examination of it’s location shows that the best
way to get the mission of San Xavier del Bac would have been along a trail which closely
follows Highway 83.

Figure 10 Tubac, Guebavi and Sonoitac locations

The next area to be explored is the front of the priest carving and is shown in the following figure
which isolates the section of interest from the priest map:

Figure 11 section under discussion

11

The original Robinson/Reyes theory - as seen in the diagram - identifies the top and bottom hash
marks on the front of the body as Tucson and Tubac (or Tumacacori) but using the scaling
worked out in the previous section let’s see if that appears to be valid at least at a cursory level.
Recall that the P in Peligroza was determined to represent 5 leagues in the east-west direction
and this called for - according to this theory - that the smaller letters represented 5 leagues in the
north-south direction. The following table was compiled taking measurements from a
topographical map and converting the distance to leagues and then into the number of smaller
letters (in our example, the E is used for measurement) it would take to make up that distance.
estimated
distance
north
miles

distance
north
leagues

distance
north
#E

Tubac - San Xavier del Bac

34

13.07

2.60

Tumacacori - San Xavier del Bac

36

13.80

2.76

Tubac - Tucson

42

16.20

3.24

Tumacacori - Tucson

45

17.30

3.46

map end points
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But making the measurements of the number of Es between the top and bottom marks as can be
seen in the following figure is about 2.25!

Figure 12 #E measurement
So it seems that the original suggestion of the end points could be incorrect as all the
measurements are greater than 2.25 E. To see if it is possible to find out what these end points
(and also the mid point) really are, let’s enlarge the outline under discussion and overlay it on a
topographical map of the area and see what happens. Since our original assumptions seem to be
wrong, we will expand the outline until the bottom of the robe fits into the area of Patagonia and
the top hash mark fits on Tucson and the Tucson mountains. The next figures show this overlay
and then some enlargements of areas of interest.
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Figure 13 overlay on topographical map
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Here is a closer look at how the overlay aligns with the area at Patagonia:

Figure 14 Patagonia area
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The next section of the overlay shows that the lower hash mark is neither Tubac or Tumacacori
but actually falls on what is to day the Arivaca Junction on Highway 19.

Figure 15 Arivaca Junction
The middle hash mark hits the present day Highway 19 at about the town of Pima:

Figure 16 middle hash mark
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The top mark matches Tucson in a northern direction simply because we made it fit but if falls to
the east about 5 or 6 miles and the hand does not overlay the Tucson Mountain very well.

Figure 17 alignment with Tucson
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One can get a better overlay with a “minor” rotation of the outline to the left about 5 degrees. The
following figure shows both the original and rotated overlay.

Figure 18 Slightly rotated overlay
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With this rotation not much changes at the bottom except that the front matches the Santa Cruz
River better.

Figure 19 Patagonia about the same

Figure 20 better alignment
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But the big change is at Tucson where the hand now aligns with the Tucson Mountain and the hash
mark is within about a mile of the old Tucson Presidio. Why this slight rotation is necessary to get
this better alignment is unknown and needs to be further researched. Did the Author make the error
or was the Tablet slightly slanted when I took the picture of it?

Figure 21 much better alignment
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4/24/2003 addendum to 8/1/1999 original “At the Rim”
Note on possible cause of 5 degree error.
The original alignment of the Priest Map taken for overlaying was taken relative to the bottom base
of the PRIEST STONE. Recently it was noted that the text on the tablet does not line up with the
bottom of the tablet as can be seen in the following figure:

Figure 22 Text alignment relative to base of tablet
In fact, the line of the text makes a 5 degree angle with the bottom of the tablet. This suggests the
possibility that the 5 degree error discussed above could be caused by taking the bottom of the tablet
as the reference instead of the orientation of the text as the possible base line. However, while this
possibility looks interesting, it must be noted that this solution would create a problem with the
backside alignment with the San Pedro river.

Continuing along the front of the outline the next section to be explored is shown in the next figure:
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This section is said to represent a geographical area that includes the Casa Grande Ruins and
Picacho Peak.
Picacho Peak, the south-western tip of Picacho Mountain, has a very distinctive shape and the
thumb on the stone Tablet:

Figure 24 thumb on tablet
according to the present theory represents this peak.
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As can be seen in the following figure showing a picture of Picacho Peak and the thumb from the
Tablets, the reason for this assertion is quite obvious.

Figure 25 comparing thumb and Picacho Peak

While Tucson and the Tucson Mountain were outlined in the previous section, they will serve as our
anchor point in this section as we overlay the outline on a topographical map. Following the
technique previously used, the section presently under discussion will be enlarged to the same size
as the topographical map with the north-south direction properly distorted by the correction factor
(i.e. P to e factor) and then overlaid on the topographical for comparison; however, the area
presently under discussion is quite large so this will be done in to parts.
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The first overlay is the area between Tucson and Picacho Peak.

Figure 26 outline overlay on Picacho Peak
Inspection of this figure shows that we have run into a problem! The thumb does not overlay
Picacho Peak.
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A close up view shows the situation. The thumb overlay, while close to the Silver Bell Mountains,
aligns correctly in the east-west direction but falls short in the north-south direction. Analysis of this
error by this author - which follows - seems to indicate that the error is not random but was a
considered factor by the Author of the Tablets.

Figure 27 thumb alignment
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The first point to consider about this dilemma is that the center of the cross does align in the eastwest direction with the Casa Grande Ruins as does Picacho Peak. The following figure which
appends the cross section of the outline to the above map and then overlays the Casa Grande section
of the topographical map demonstrates this point; thus implying that our assumption about the
intent of the outline could still be correct (actually the Casa Grande ruins falls almost two miles to
the east in our illustration - not a bad match considering that the total east-west direction is about 40
miles ).

Figure 28 Casa Grande alignment with cross center in east-west direction
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The next consideration is that the top of the cross aligns in a north-south direction with Picacho
Peak:

Figure 29 top of cross and Picacho Peak
and finally ....the ratio error that the Author made in the north-south is exactly a factor of two!
The following figure has the north-south direction magnified two time that of the P to e ratio
normally applied:

Figure 30 twice normal ratio magnification
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A closer look at the thumb shows that it now matches Picacho Peak.
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To finish this segment of the present effort, we need to complete the area between Picacho Peak and
the Casa Grande Ruins. This will not be as straight forward of an endeavor as might be thought.
Notice, in the following figure, where Casa Grande is geographically in relationship to Picacho
Peak.

Figure 32 Casa Grande - Picacho Peak
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This theory of the Superstition Tablets has maintained that the center of the cross represented the
Casa Grande Ruins, but the center of the cross is below the thumb in its normal position and is still
below the thumb when the P to e ratio is applied as well as when the double ratio is applied.

Figure 33 center below thumb
Is seem as though the theory needs an adjustment! What if the Author meant to represent Casa
Grande by some other part of the cross? If for instance, he meant to represent Casa Grande by the
top of the cross as shown in the following figure then the directional information comes closer to
the actual geographical area of concern.

Figure 34 possibility
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In fact, let’s try this suggestion by overlaying it on the topographical map of the area - of course, we
need to apply the double P to e ratio since that is what was needed for the Tucson to Picacho Peak
overlay.

Figure 35 overlay attempt
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The decision to use the top of the cross to represent Casa Grande was certainly an arbitrary choice;
however, it was obvious that the Author could not have meant to represent Casa Grande by the
center of the cross if he maintained his accuracy in giving directions to Casa Grande. It is
impossible to say - absolutely - that this is what the Author intended but look how well this
interpretation matches the geographical area. Now the Casa Grande Ruins matches the end point to
within ½ mile as compared to the 2 mile match (a east-west match only since there is no northsouth match with the center of the cross interpretation!) using the center of the cross.

Figure 36 new alignment match verses old theory
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The use of landmarks to give directions must have be quite common in the pre 1900's Arizona as
the road system and sparse population would have made it difficult to get from point “A” to a
distant point “B” without them. The carving of the thumb on the Tablets suggest the Picacho Peak
was such a landmark. The non-natural way that the Author of the Tablets isolated the thumb from
the rest of the hand certainly encourages this interpretation. It suggest to me that the Author meant
to imply something like “ once you get to Picacho Peak turn toward ???“.
.
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The use of Picacho Peak as a landmark is shown on a map created by Friar Diego Bringas in 1795.
The following illustration of a portion of this map is taken from the book Friar Bringas Reports to
the King (translated and Edited by Daniel S. Matson and Bernard L. Fontana, The University of
Arizona Press 1977).

Figure 38 trail from Tucson to Casa Grande
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A close up of the Picacho Peak section of the map shows that at the time the map was made that at
least two trails or directions existed. One went directly to Casa Grande and the other went further
west to the Indian villages along the Gila River; and in addition, the trails went to the west side of
Picacho Peak whereas today the road goes to the east side.

Figure 39 Picacho Peak
Aside from the present discussion, I will always be appreciative of this particular map for several
reasons. The first is the notations along the edge of the map which indicate the latitude and
longitude of the map. It was the longitude indications which caused me to realize that the Spanish
used a longitude referenced to Tenerife in the Canary Islands instead of Greenwich thus elucidating
the longitude reference on the HORSE Stone (as construed by this theory):

Figure 40 map’s latitude and longitude indications
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The second is the symbol which Friar Bringas uses to represent the Casa Grande Ruins:

Figure 41 from map

Figure 42 from Tablet

As can be seen, Friar Bringas drew the inner and outer walls of the Ruins reminiscent of the way
that Casa Grande is represented on the Stone Tablets. This certainly adds credence to the argument
that the symbol on the Tablet represents the Casa Grande Ruins and that the symbol is not a unique
representation for the Casa Grande Ruins.

The next section to be examined is the back of the robe:

Figure 43 back of robe
This portion of the map is said to be the San Pedro River - so let’s do our overlay exercise and see if
reality agrees with theory. This back section traverses more than 80 miles in a north-south direction
so the overlay will be presented in fragments so that details of the topographical map will not be
lost when printed on a page.
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Starting at the southern end we again overlay the Huachuca Mountains for orientation and
alignment:

Figure 44 Bottom fragment of back of robe
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Taking a closer look at the southern tip, this overlay indicates that the trail which makes up the
bottom of the robe leaves the San Pedro River at about the present town of Hereford.

Figure 45 Southern tip of map
The section where this theory suggests that the Whetstone Mountains lay still tracks the San Pedro
River; however, the hash mark said to represent the Whetstone Mountains does not fall exactly on
the Whetstone and the hash mark is much longer that the mountain.

Figure 46 Whetstone Mountain area
The hash mark falls about 4 miles west and 3 mile north of the Whetstone:

Figure 47 4 miles
west
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Moving further north, the back of the robe continues to track the San Pedro River even 40 miles
north of our starting point:

Figure 48 40-50 miles north of start point
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The next portion of the overlay - while not very exciting - continues to track the San Pedro River
:

Figure 49 next section of robe overlay
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The hash mark that was contended to represent the Whetstone Mountains actually extends north
past the Rincon Mountains to almost the northern extreme of Santa Catalina Mountains ending
approximately at the Pima and Pinal county line :

Figure 50 northern end of hash mark
The robe overlay starts to depart from the San Pedro River at about where the Aravaipa Creek enters
the San Pedro:

Figure 51 starting to deviate
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The fraction of the back of the robe which has been overlaid is shown in the following figure:

Figure 52 completed section
When an attempt is made to overlay the next section of the back of the robe - as can be seen in the
next figure, the outline no longer follows the San Pedro River. This theory of the Tablets has
maintained that the “head” portion of the figure did not appear to be part of the map imbedded in it
so this departure at this point is not a great shock.

Figure 53 end of map?
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It does appear that the head and upper part of the arm were added to complete the image of the
figure and does not represent a map; however, when one studies the richness of the features of head
fragment and the strangeness of some of the features such as the hair style, the type of hat and the
drawing of the mouth, it is hard to let go of the idea that it might also represent a map.

Figure 54 closeup of head features
I’d like to share my original theory of the back of the robe which seemed to account for a number of
features such as the hair style, the hat band and the shape of the hat among other things. This
original theory is flawed because for it to work the milage scale factor for the back of the robe
would have to be different than the rest of the figure - although this difference is not totally
capricious. The scale factor for the back would have to be the east-west scale factor not the northsouth scale factor for it to be viable as a solution. The following figure has highlighted some
features of the topographical map of the area. The San Pedro and Gila rivers are accentuated in blue
and the flow of Aravaipa Canyon is colored in Purple as well as the road on the west side of the San
Pedro River which goes to the mining town of San Manuel. With the Priest figure - correctly scaled
for this original theory - placed along side the emphasized map it is easy to pin point the
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similarities in features. It is because of this strong correlation and the elegance of the solution that it
is hard for me to let go of this idea. From the minor amount of research that I have done - it appears
to me - that the mineral deposits at San Manuel where known during the time frame in question so
that a map showing a road to these deposits would not be unusual.

Figure 55 theory which explains features of the head area
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There is in fact another variation which not only accounts for the hair style but also explains the
nose, mouth and eye of the face. This adaptation was developed by noting that the nose of the face
is to the north and west of the stomach hash mark which represents Tucson.

Figure 56 nose relative to Tucson
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A search of the topographic map of the area was made to see if there was a geological structure in
this general vicinity which could explain the nose or mouth. What was found was a mountain which
did fit the general bill except that it was directly north of Tucson not north-west! This mountain was
called Black Mountain. The exciting point about this mountain - ignoring the location error - was
that the shape resembled the nose on the face.

Figure 58 Nose

Figure 57 Black Mountain
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After this find, the question was asked - What would need to be done to the head of the figure to get
the nose to align in a correct northerly direction from Tucson? The answer was (a) treat the northsouth and east-west scale as equal and (b) use a scale factor which is 2/3 of the east-west scale
factor used for the rest of the figure (Note that this is the reverse scale factor relationship used
between the north-south and east-west expansion). Performing this operation produced the
following overlay:

Figure 59 Overlay at 2/3 of east-west scale factor
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Looking at this overlay in closer detail we see that not only is the nose accounted for but the mouth
appears to define Suffering Wash to the south of the mountain and the eye appears to define the
5587 foot peak of Black Mountain:

Figure 60 Overlay at Black Mountain
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This particular scaling also matches Aravaipa Creek:

and the San Pedro cutoff toward San Manuel:

Figure 62 San Manuel cutoff
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