This essay on Weekes Wash assumes that the reader is familiar with the work The Superstition
Tablets, Window To Lost Treasures by Richard A. Robinson; in particular, the overall theory
of the Superstition Tablets as outlined in that work as this essay relies heavily on and expands
upon that theory. In addition, this work refers to symbols in that work and their previous
interpretation. This essay could - in essence - be considered an addendum to the original work.
This essay focuses on a small area of the stone referred to as the CAVITY stone in that work and
how this area also interrelates with the associated THREE stone. That area is isolated in the
following figure:

Figure 1 Focus of enquiry
According to the referenced theory of the Superstition Tablets, this area is located at the southwestern edge of the Superstition Mountain in Arizona. This present work will focus on this area
in minute detail and based upon field research in the area has reached some interesting
conclusions which further support the proposed theory of the Superstition Tablets.
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The present line of enquiry regarding the Superstition Tablets was launched because of a review
of the following 2 figures from the chapter on the CAVITY stone of The Superstition Tablets,
Window To Lost Treasures:

Figure 2 First Water trail head

Figure 3 First Water trail following path on stone
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These figures were used to show that the entry into the First Water trail head basically was
following the path suggest by the stone tablet directions. The rationality was that the First Water
road deviates the way it does today is because when the First Water Ranch was built it was
necessary to create a road that could accommodate a motorized vehicle. The present road is the
most natural direction to go because it enters into and through the First Water Creek to the First
Water Ranch at a point which required the least amount of work to create the road.

Figure 4 First Water Road
The field trip which precipitated this composition was organized to attempt to follow the
suggested blue line in the second figure above and determine exactly where it enters into the First
Water Creek and eventually intersect with what is today the Black Mesa trail in Garden Valley.
The two day investigation of the area (Jan. 17-18, 1998), which will be elaborated upon shortly,
realized the following:
1

Proposed the north alignment between either Casa Grande or Walker Butte.

2

Theorized the 1 league offset from the south-west edge of the Superstition Mountain.

3

Located the possible entry point into Weekes Wash 1 league west of the edge of the
Superstition Mountain.

4

Discovered a local formation called Saddle Rock as the possible meaning
for the symbol
in the knife handle.

5

Discerned the orientation of the mineralized area relative to Saddle Rock.

6

Discovered a number of saguaro “trail markers” which define a trail into First Water Creek.
The trail turned out to be in another major artery of Weekes Wash slightly north of the one
suggested.

7

Followed the “marked” trail into First Water Creek.

8

Isolated several likely spots after First Water Creek where the trail would connect to the
Black Mesa trail (further field research is needed here).
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A question arises about the specific directions that the Author of the Tablets gives regarding how
one should reach the western entrance into the Superstition Mountain. This theory of the Tablets
suggests that the Author tells the reader to go directly north from Casa Grande (or more likely
Walker Butte). As can be seen in the following highlighted figure:

Figure 6 Alignment of Superstition
Mountain with Casa Grande

the “1" on the CAVITY stone lies directly above Casa Grande and Walker Butte on the THREE
stone. This is a rather accurate representation of the geographical area with the south western
edge of the Superstition Mountain actually being about 19 miles north and 3 miles east of Casa
Grande. So let’s explore this possibility a little further. The terrain between the Casa Grande and
the Superstition Mountain is generally flat dotted with a few out cropping such as Walker Butte,
so going directly north from Casa Grande presents no insurmountable problems. The reason that
Walker Butte is being considered as the most likely candidate for the possible reference rather
than Casa Grande is that Walker Butte could be used for orientation purposes as one traverses
toward the Superstition Mountain. This would have been an important consideration in keeping
from straying in a east-west direction while traveling the nearly 20 mile distance.
It is our contention that the Author uses the “knife” figure to inform the reader about the direct
northerly route to the Superstition Mountain. The major reason for this contention is that while,
as shown in The Superstition Tablets, Window To Lost Treasures and in the following
figure, the CAVITY stone’s north orientation is not at the top of the stone :
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Figure 7 North orientation

and that major features on the CAVITY stone attest to this orientation as demonstrated in the
following figure which compares the angles as shown on the tablet and the angles taken from a
Geological Survey map:

Figure 8 orientation agreement with north pointer
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the Salt River and Willow Creak (the blade of the knife) are orientated as though the top of the
CAVITY stone was north. The following figure isolates these two features:

Figure 9 North correctly orientated at top of stone
It seems that the most probable reason for this dichotomy is that these two features also have
relevance and are referenced in regard to the THREE stone and in the case of the Salt River also
the HORSE stone which do have their orientation with north to the top of the stone.
Taking a closer look at the carvings which represent the area at the south western edge of the
Superstition Mountain as shown in the following figure :

Figure 10 Edge of Mountain

it can be seen that the “1" is shown above the edge of the Superstition Mountain. It can’t be that
the Author is suggesting that the First Water entrance into the Superstition Mountain should start
at the very base of the Superstition Mountain! Let’s explore another possibility. The following
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figure isolates the features, slightly enhanced for visibility, which are relevant to our discussion
and also to the further exploration of the First Water entrance:

Figure 11 relevant features
The meaning of these features have already been interpreted to mean that the Author meant to
give as directions- “to go one league in a northerly direction from the south western edge of
the Superstition and then to turn into the Superstition and enter into the mountain at what is
today the First Water entrance”. It is going to be proposed here that the Author also used the
arrow figure to tell how far west of this edge one would be if one was to go directly north from
Casa Grande or Walker Butte toward the Superstition Mountain. But how far is that? First, with
a little helping rearrangement of the above symbols, as shown in the following figure, this
distance should become obvious.

Figure 12 height
It can be seen that the length of the shaft of the arrow is exactly the same as the height of the “1".
We propose that the Author is stating that by traveling directly north from Casa Grande or
Walker Butte that by the time the reader reaches the south western edge of the Superstition
Mountain that he will be one league (2.6 miles) west of the face of the mountain. Fortunately, it
is very easy to demonstrate this hypothesis and to show if the Author meant Casa Grande or
Walker Butte as the reference.
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Using portions of Geological Survey maps, the following illustrates the north orientation of Casa Grande and Walker Butte relative to
a location 1 league from the south western edge of the Superstition Mountain. This is done in steps. First a location one league (2.6
miles) west of the south western edge of the Superstition Mountain is located, second the Walker Butte portion of a Geological Survey
map is aligned in it’s proper east-west location and then third the same is done for the east-west location of Casa Grande.
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A closer look at the Walker Butte alignment:

Figure 14 Walker Butte alignment
shows how close the north alignment is between the peak of the butte and a 1 league distance
from the face of the south-west edge of the Superstition Mountain. The distance is between 2/10
and 3/10 of a mile while the distance from the ruins of Casa Grande is over a mile. Besides the
logical reasoning behind using Walker Butte as the southern reference point of the directions, this
is the first hint of a suggestion that the Author used Walker Butte as the reference point.
A re-inspection of the symbol of Walker Butte with the idea that the Author possibly encoded the
fact that it should be used as the southern anchor point:

Figure 15 Walker Butte symbol
illustrates why the Author possibly carved the peak of Walker Butte (highlighted in purple) as he
did. It was earlier suggested by this theory of the Superstition Tablets that the Author drew
Walker Butte in this fashion because he was using “artistic license” and/or as aid in alignment for
locating the buried object at the Casa Grande Ruins; however, in light of this discussion, it is
being suggested that the Author not only used Walker Butte as the north reference point when
instructing the reader in how to get from Tucson - after he passes Picacho Mountain - to the Casa
Grande ruins, but he also used it as a south reference point when directing the reader to the edge
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of the Superstition Mountain. The fact that this alignment was also used as an aid to bury an
object at the Casa Grande Ruins was probably a secondary consideration of the utilitarian nature
of this location. Because of this discovery of the directional use of drawing the peak in this
fashion, it might pay to re-examine the use of the Dromedary Peak symbol which also uses this
technique.

As long as we are in the area, let’s explore a previously not investigated symbol and see if we
can relate it to the terrain and it’s possible use by the Author to give directions to the reader.
This symbol is highlighted in the following figure:

Figure 16 symbol of interest
It has generally been shown that the Author means to represent a physical object (i.e. Casa
Grande) or a feature (i.e. Walker Butte alignment) by his symbols and that they represent that
object or feature at the location shown on the stone. Using this argument and assuming that the
symbol is an object, let’s try to define the object and location relative to a location already known
from previous analysis. This logical and practical location would have to be the south west edge
of the Superstition Mountain. The following figures will step through the isolation of this object
relative to this point. The first figure brackets where this object should be in a north-south
location from this point:
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Figure 17 north position
Inspection of the figure shows that the object should be located between one quarter and one half
league to the north of the edge of the Superstition Mountain depending on if the Author meant to
reference relative to the bottom or the top of the symbol.
The next two figures brackets where this object should be in a east-west location from this point.
The first one, using a green line to indicate the east-west mid point of the object, illuminates this
distance and the second one references this distance against a known length of one league:

Figure 18 west position
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Figure 19 reference to “1" league
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So putting it all together, based upon this analysis, the objects location would be:
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Mapping this area on a Geological Survey map is shown in the next figure:

Figure 21 estimated area of symbol
While Saddle Rock is slightly outside of the mapped area by 3/10 of a mile to the east, the
features of the formation agree with the symbol on the stone. It is being suggested here that
Saddle Rock is the object referenced by the symbol on the CAVITY stone.
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The following photograph is a picture of Saddle Rock looking west.

Figure 22 Bill Steila and Richard Robinson at Saddle Rock
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Another symbol in this area of the CAVITY stone, which has previously been identified by this
theory of the tablets as representing a mineralized area, warrants a closer look since this area is
being scrutinized in this detail. This symbol is highlighted in the following figure:

Figure 23 mineralized area symbol
Performing the same measurements as on the previous symbol generates the following results:

Figure 24 symbol measurements

Although the same techniques were uses as in the previous symbol, a potential problem exist
with the 1 ½ league north measurement. The problem can be demonstrated and a possible
secondary interpretation can be developed with the aid of the following figure:
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The basic problem is that, as it will be shown later, the First Water entrance into the Superstition
Mountain is located about 3 miles north of the south-west corner of the Superstition Mountain;
however, 1 ½ league calculates to 3.9 miles! This would place the mineralized area above the
First Water entrance. This would mean that the Author did not carve the symbol where it was
intended - something that the Author has not demonstrated to be a technique that he generally
uses. It is true that on the THREE stone one could make this argument to a certain extent since
there are three maps which are overlaid, but even in this case the Author is consistent within a
particular map and it could even be argued on this stone where he used the symbol along the Salt
River to define the river course from the Willow Spring Canyon area east along the Salt River.
Because of the gross error associated with a 1 ½ league measurement, this theory suggests, as
shown in the figure, that the Author meant to use the top of the “1" as the reference point for the
north direction. This distance works out to be ½ league. The following figure pinpoints this
location on a Geological Survey map:

17

The interesting point about this interpretation is that this indicated location is just 3/10 mile
west of the Black Queen and Mammoth mine locations which were the rich producers of the
Gold field area. But wait a minute, there is that 3/10 of a mile again. It seem that all
measurements that have been demonstrated look great in the north direction but all of them are
off in the east-west direction by 3/10 of a mile. Perhaps the reference point that has been used is
incorrect. Recall that the base of the south western edge of the Superstition Mountain was used,
but the Author did place the “1" above the peak of the edge as shown in the following figure:

Figure 27 Reference point
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Well, what would happen if the reference was moved to the peak as indicated by the Author and
shown in the following figure?

Figure 28 Movement of reference

Of course, all our west references would move by that amount which is shown in the following
series of figures.
First, our Walker Butte alignment would change to:

Figure 29 new Walker Butte alignment

19

second, our Saddle Rock location estimate would change to:

Figure 30 New location estimate

20

And third, the estimate of the mineralized area would change to:

Figure 31 New mineralize area
and finally our intersection point west of the edge of the Superstition Mountain changes to :

Figure 32 new west reference
where the intersection with Weekes Wash is more appropriate with the continuing directions on
the tablet.
Which all seem like good things!
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Why the Author played his little game with the placement of the symbol of the mineralized area
and the directions to it’s location still needs to be addressed.. While the Author has not made his
self available for the interrogation, any review of the history of the time will reveal the propensity
for individuals not to divulge the location of valuable mineral deposits. Using the techniques that
he has, the Author has successfully encoded the directions which could be given to the informed
reader on how to find the mineralized area both in relation to the edge of the Superstition
Mountain and also the secondary reference of Saddle Rock. A review of the next figure, which
may not have been evident from our previous discussions, demonstrates the straightforward
relationship between Saddle Rock and the mineralized area and, in addition, it also point out
why, conceivably, the Author included the symbol for Saddle Rock on the stone.

.
Another use that the Author might of had for Saddle Rock is to use it as the north anchor point
for the directions from Walker Butte toward the Superstition Mountain. This supposition could
have merit if Saddle Rock is visible as one traverses from Walker Butte because in that case it
could be used by the traveler from drifting in an east-west direction.
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This hypothesis needs further investigation to determine it’s virtue but looking at the following
figure which shows how close Saddle Rock is to the north-south line from Walker Butte (actually
the 1 league distance from the Superstition Mountain) it is easy to see how this could be the case:

Figure 34 Saddle Rock as north anchor for Walker Butte?
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When the direct northern route from Walker Butte to the Superstition Mountain suggested by this
theory is followed, it has been demonstrated to arrive approximately in the area indicated by the
red dot in the following figure:

Figure 35 1 league west of Superstition Mountain
It is at this point that the instructions indicate to go 1 league and then turn into the Superstition
Mountain and enter at what is today the First Water entrance. But how and exactly in what
direction does one travel this distance and how does one know precisely when to turn? Our
research and field studies has actually developed two answers to these questions. The first
answer is that the Author has delivered the reader to and area called Weekes Wash which is the
major drainage channel network for the western side of the Superstition Mountain. The Weekes
Wash has a number of arteries, of course, but the Author has placed the reader into one of the
major channels which he expects the reader to follow.
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Take a look at the directional flow of this major channel whose basic direction is highlighted in
the following figure:

Figure 36 Weekes Wash major flow direction
Notice that the direction is about 40 degrees from North. Also recall that the “1" carved at the
edge of the Superstition Mountain appears to point directly North. But we know that the
CAVITY stone does not have north at the top of the stone but is offset by 40 degrees (for most
of the features on the stone). If the Author represented Weekes Wash by the “1", then these
directions agree with each other.
Weekes Wash is certainly easy to follow but there are several points along the way where one
must make a decision about the direction to follow because the wash splits. In addition to this, at
some point it will become necessary to leave the wash to enter the Superstition Mountain. How
did the Author inform the reader about this information? Is the information carved into the
tablet? Our field research has discovered what we feel is the answer to these questions. When
we attempted to re-trace the path suggested by the Author, we were amazed to discover a number
of very old saguaro cactus with an arm cut off and sometime a gash cut into the side. The
location of these cacti were always at very strategic locations such as at a split in the wash, where
one should leave the wash and where one should descend into First Water Creek. What is
suggested here is that the Author marked the trail using the stately saguaro cactus as sign posts!
While we probably didn’t find every cactus “sign post” that still exist, enough were found to lend
substantial support to this hypothesis.
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The following photograph is a picture of this writer (Richard Robinson) standing next to one
such cactus. This particular cactus is located at a point in Weekes Wash where the wash splits
into two major channels:

The cut arm and the arm which grew to replace it (the furthest arm in the photo merges into the
cut arm) as well as the gash are evident in the photo. Our interpretation of this “sign post” is that
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the cut arm signifies it as a directional marker and that the gash says to follow the split in the
wash to this side of the cactus. Weekes Wash at the bottom of the hill splits into two equally
major channels at a point about 100 feet past the cactus. This directional information is critical at
this point because if the wrong channel is followed one would end up much farther north of the
entry point into the Superstition Mountain. It is the opinion of this writer that even if this juncture
is missed that the information on the tablets would be sufficient to recover from this error.
There are probably some questions in your mind about this saguaro cactus “sign post” premise (I
know we still have unanswered questions) , so let’s try to at least answer some obvious
questions. Most of the information supplied in the following answers come from the pamphlet
“All About Saguaros” published by the Arizona Highways (1991) (quotes from the pamphlet are
in bold print).
How long does a saguaro live?
A saguaro lives upwards of a century and a half - perhaps as long as 200 years.
The tablets are thought to have been carved about 1846 so would that mean that the
cactus is about 150 years (1998 -1846)?
No the cactus would need to be older that 215 years if they were carved in 1846 because
branching begins at about age 65. This implies one of two things (a) saguaro live much
longer than 200 years or (b) the trail was marked later that 1846.
What can be learned about the age of the cactus in the photograph?
There are several indicators of age. First is the height of the cactus. The height can be
equated to age if one knows the summer and annual precipitation as well as the soil
conditions of the particular saguaro.
The following table shows the saguaro growth rate at several sites in southern Arizona.
The locations SNPE ( Saguaro National Park East) and SNPW ( Saguaro National Park
West) are located near Tucson Arizona and the OPCNM (Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument) is located in Arizona on the border with Mexico west of Nogales. As can be
seen in the following table, saguaro growth is highly dependent on the amount of rainfall
received and, especially in the early stages of growth, when the rain arrives. According to
the booklet All About Saguaros, the annual rainfall for these sites are :
SNPE
SNPW
OPCNM

12.30 inches
10.27 inches
7.56 inches
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YEAR

SNPE

Delta

RATE

SNPW

Delta

RATE

OPCN

Delta

RATE

height

Growth

ft/year

height ft

Growth

ft/year

height ft

Growth

ft/year

35

5.93

2.85

1.30

40

7.94

2.01

0.40

3.98

1.13

0.23

1.77

0.47

0.09

45

10.07

2.13

0.43

5.32

1.34

0.27

2.31

0.54

0.11

50

12.27

2.20

0.44

6.86

1.54

0.31

2.91

0.60

0.12

75

22.52

10.25

0.41

15.92

9.06

0.36

8.13

5.22

0.21

100

30.37

7.85

0.31

24.07

8.15

0.33

15.88

7.75

0.31

125

36.81

6.44

0.26

30.32

6.25

0.25

22.81

6.93

0.28

150

41.79

4.98

0.20

35.13

4.81

0.19

28.52

5.71

0.23

Note : Basic measurement data (years and size) taken from All About Saguaros by Carle Hodge;
published by Arizona Highways

An interesting point that can be gleaned from the data is that, while there is a large
difference in the size of a saguaro based upon the amount of annual rain it receives, this
difference is generated during the first 75 years of the saguaro’s life. The following chart
illustrates how the growth rate after the first 75 years is basically identical (and the rate
declines as the cactus gets older) at all three sites; that is to say, the difference in annual
rainfall does not affect the growth of the cactus after it has matured.
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The cactus in the picture is estimated to be 28 feet tall. The annual precipitation in
Apache Junction according to the Arizona Department of Commerce is 7.52 inches which
is less than what is received at Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. There is a
conflict in the reported annual precipitation at the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
where the pamphlet “all About Saguaros” states that it is 7.56 but according to the
Western Regional Climate Center the annual precipitation is 9.72 inches. But in either
case the cactus would be at least 150 years old and probably much older if the 9.72 inches
is the correct annual precipitation for the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. While
most of the “sign post” cacti found were actually a little smaller that the one shown in the
photograph they were also located at locations where they would have received less water
than this cactus and the soil conditions did not seem, from our casual inspection, as
favorable as this one next to a sandy wash.
Other indications of age are that the lower trunk becomes bark-like and the spines which
are needed to protect the plant when it is young fall off. Both of these effects were
observed on the “sign post” cacti along the route.
Can the arm which grew to replace the severed arm tell us when the arm was cut off?
Not much has been pinned down about the rate at which arms reach out.
Measurements were made of arm lengths of 10 specimens at Saguaro National Park
East. Those branches grew slightly more than two inches one year and nearly three
inches the next. The replacement arm in the picture is about six feet long so if it grew at
two inches per year that says that it would have taken about 36 years to reach that height;
however, it was not an existing arm so this type of argument is probably not valid as it
had to have taken a good number of years just to sprout to a height of a few inches.
What is the difference between a cactus arm which was purposely cut off and one that
was broken off by wind or vandals or some other act of nature?
It is true that one sees saguaro cactus arms distorted any number of ways. Arms are
broken off by wind or excessive weight. Arms grow in distorted fashions by many acts of
nature. Arms are shot off by individuals who use the cactus for target practice. In fact,
the bent arm shown in the picture is bent the way it is because someone did use this
cactus for target practice and destroyed several of the lower ribs of the arm which caused
it to sag. The series of drawings contained in this essay’s appendix A illustrate several
forms of damage to cactus and also cacti which were consciously altered to embed
information.
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The purpose of the initial investigation which spawned this essay was very simple. That purpose
was to find where the original trail (which we thought we knew) crossed First Water Creek as it
entered the Superstition Mountain - which we felt was only a small deviation from the present
road to the First Water trail head. Most - if not all- of the previous discussion was not even
dreamed of. The question of how one got to the south western edge of the Superstition Mountain
was never asked! What the purpose was of the symbol
in the knife handle was not felt to be
important! Although it was already suggested by this theory of the Tablets that the “dot” by the
“knife” handle represented a mineralized area, which was known to be the Goldfield mineralized
area, it was never analyzed as to the accuracy of the directions. As with many probes into
historical content of artifacts, the whole is greater that the sum of the parts.
The interpretation of the basic results of the field study indicate that the directions given by the
Author of the Tablets regarding the trail into the western side of the Superstition Mountain did
not follow the path earlier suggested by this theory of the Superstition Tablets. While the
primary tenants on the idea were correct the actual path of the trail went further north than the
suggested path following a major artery of Weekes wash which does not show on the Geological
Survey map of the area but is every bit as large as the one suggested. The Following figure shows
an overview of the general path that the trail marked by the saguaro cacti makes as it arches into
the Superstition Mountain as well as the original trail suggested in the book Superstition
Tablets, Window to Lost Treasures. Note that the trail arches much higher that the suggested
one.
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Figure 40 Trail marked with saguaro cacti verses originally suggested trail in Superstition Tablets, Window to Lost Treasures
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A closer inspection at the most northern point of the trail where the last saguaro cactus was found
shows that it is at a point just before descending down into the First Water Creek. While the
decent is only a little more that 100 feet, the importance of the cactus pointer is the direction that
it indicate to go - which is to go down to the south-east :
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The direction is one that leads to a natural entry into the First Water Creek as outlined in the
following figure:

This area was explored during the January 1998 field study. Where the trail went from this point
to connect with the present Black Mesa trail still needs to be resolved - if indeed that is possible.
The following figure shows a possible path for this connection:

The “X”s in the figure are locations of metate type depressions where the pre-history inhabitants
ground corn, etc.. Also in the Garden Valley area are the partial remains for their dwellings
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The Weekes Wash
CACTUS ADDENDUM
The following examples are pictures and drawings which illustrate cacti which I
maintain were marked by human agents in a purposeful manor and also by natural
causes. The purpose of the human agent marked cacti given in this essay is being
suggested to be to convey directional information of some type. The examples of the
human marked cacti were chosen because it is believed that these examples show little
ambiguity as to the nature of the cause of the marking which, unfortunately, is not the
general case. Some of the cacti that I have found and which I believe were originally
used to convey directional information have been mutilated to some extent because they
were used for target practice over the years and in others the “human factor” was not
blatantly obvious.
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EXAMPLE 1
The following picture is of an arm of a cactus found at a moderately difficult location
within the Superstition Mountain wilderness. This cactus is not connected to any
research efforts associated with the Superstition Tablets; however, the marking of the
cactus is such an elegant example of deliberate marking I felt it was meaningful to
include this example.

Figure 44 Flat cut cactus arm.
The next picture is a close up of the cut area showing how flat the amputation was - a
feature which could not have been created by natural causes. This cactus does not
appear to be old so the surgery could have been done in this century.

Figure 45 closeup
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EXAMPLE 2
This example was found on the “trail with saguaro cactus markers” discussed in this
essay. The reason it is included as an example is because of the excellent symmetrical
cutting technique used at each rib of the severed arm.

Figure 46 arm with symmetrically cut ribs
A closer look at the arm:

Figure 47 closeup of arm
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The following drawing of the cut arm is offered to illustrate the even inward slanting
cut on each rib. The phenomena could happen on some of the ribs of an arm which was
removed by a natural force (i.e., wind, etc.), but it could not occur on every rib. I would
bet that a closer inspection of this arm by removing the scar tissue would reveal the type
of instrument used to remove the arm.

Figure 48 drawing showing symmetrical nature of cuts.
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EXAMPLE 3
This example is an example of a cactus that was mutilated by natural forces (perhaps
with the help of small children swinging on it). This cactus is at the Superstition
Mountain Lost Dutchman camp grounds and the dismembered arm was still on the
ground beneath the cactus.

Figure 49 naturally broken cactus arm
Notice the irregular and ragged shape of the broken ribs of the arm.

Figure 50 closeup
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EXAMPLE 4
This example is a revisit of a cactus already discussed in this essay and was the corner
stone to identifying the saguaro marked trail which leads into the west side of the
Superstition Mountain:

Figure 51 arm and side cut
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A closer look at this cactus reveals that the arm was partially mutilated by being used as
target practice but this author feels (further investigation will be necessary to prove this
assumption) that this occurred after the preliminary efforts to use the cactus as a
directional pointer. Note the good shape of the slash in the side of the cactus which has
been interpreted to indicate that the directions mean to follow the right split in the wash
just past this cactus.

Figure 52 closer look at arm and gash

Figure 53 isolation of arm and slash
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EXAMPLE 5
This last example is a picture taken by Greg Davis of a cactus which is on a trail going
into the southern side of the Superstition Mountain. The close up view shows (1) the cut
arms and (2) the base which shows that this is a very old cactus.
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