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THE SUPERSTITION TABLETS - WINDOW TO LOST TREASURES
It's strange how sometimes a single question can have an immense impact on the direction of
your life. Such a question was asked during a conversation on my favorite subject of the Lost
Dutchman Gold Mine. The year was 1977 and the person asking the question was Steve
Maider, a geologist, who also had a lifelong interest in the phenomena of the Lost Dutchman.
The question he asked was :
What do you think of the Superstition Tablets ?
At the time he asked the question, I had never heard of them and the impact of the question
was to wait for almost 10 years to occur!
Steve was to refer me to the book "Superstition Treasures" by Travis Marlowe. This book
was published in 1965 and was the first book written on the subject of the Superstition
Tablets. I soon purchased a copy of the book and read it. The book gives a description of the
Tablets, how they were found and Travis Marlowe's interpretation of the meaning of the
tablets.
My feelings about the Tablets after reading the book was that the Tablets were some kind of
hoax. After much discussion with Steve, my opinion did not change.
During my college days, I came across the following poem by an unknown French author :
Do I think so,
Because I once thought so,
and still think so,
or - because I once thought so,
and still think I think so!
Because I found myself in general agreement with the precept of the poem, I have made it a
habit through my life to periodically review my opinion on various subjects. For a number of
years after reading Marlowe's book, because of this habit, I would periodically re-read the
book "Superstition Treasures" or find another book on the subject and read it. My opinion
about the Tablets did not change. In 1985, I happen to buy a book (more like a pamphlet)
called "This Trail is Dangerous" by R.C. Crossland (1984, Sun Graphs). As with most books
on the subject, this book contained Mr. Crossland's interpretation of the Tablets. Mr.
Crossland's interpretation was impossible for me to follow; however, his book did contain
two items which were to change my opinion of the Tablets.
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Before these items are delineated, it is necessary to understand the general nature of the Stone
Tablets. The Superstition Tablets consist of three large rectangular shaped stones ranging in
size from 16 inches long by 10 inches high and about 3 to 4 inches deep to 20 inches long by
11 inches high by 4 inches deep - plus a smaller stone carved in the shape of a heart which is
about 7 inches in width and fits into a heart shaped cavity carved into one of the larger
tablets. The heart will fit into the cavity with either side forward. Each stone is carved on
both sides with lines and symbols and what appear to be Spanish sentences.
A technical description of the tablets is that the largest stone is an example of a cream
colored, coarse grained sandstone such as occurs in the coconino formation. The other major
tablets are of red fine grained sandstone and are typical of the moencopi formation. The heart
shaped stone is an example of a brownish, fine grained, indurated (hardened) sandstone. The
coconino and moencopi formations are geological formations found in such places as the
Grand Canyon. (Analysis by Lee Hammons, Geologist and Curator of the Arizona Mineral
Museum, who accepted the tablets on behalf of the Museum in about 1966)
The following are photos of the stones:

Figure 2 Large stone face #1
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Figure 3 Large stone face #2

Figure 4 Smaller stone 1 face #1
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Figure 5 Smaller stone 2 face #1

Figure 6 Heart shaped stone

The first item which I found of interest in Mr. Crossland's book was Mr. Crossland's insight
that the author of the stone tablets had taken great care in creating the stone tablets as was
testified by the quality of the carvings. I had never seen the Tablets and I had never perceived
this point from the photographs in Travis Marlowe's book. The carvings on the tablets go as
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deep, in some instances, as much as 1/4 of an inch and excellent carving techniques were
used to create smooth artistically flowing lines in the hard surface of the stones.

Up to the time of reading Mr. Crossland's book, no book I had read ever included what turned
out to be the front face of the heart stone. Mr. Marlowe (which was later revealed not to be
his real name and other aspects of his story proved to be fabrications) had stated in his book
that the side of the heart stone not shown in his book was not important. This brings me to
the second item of interest in Mr. Crossland's book. He included a sketch of the previously
unseen side of the heart stone. When I saw the drawing in Mr. Crossland's book of the heart
stone inserted into the cavity of the larger rectangular stone with it's front side forward, I
immediately recognized the geographical area which the map portrayed. It was at that
moment that the question asked 10 years previously started to change the direction of my life
and from this initial insight the present theory of the stone tablets was developed. While the
light of illumination was indistinct, it had been kindled.
I soon made arrangements to see and photograph the Superstition Tablets which were on
permanent display in the Mesa Museum in Mesa Arizona. The owner of the Tablets was a
non-profit organization - The A. L. Flagg Foundation for the advancement of Earth Sciences.
At the time of taking the photographs, I was able to persuade the owner of the Tablets to
allow me to have molds made of the Superstition Tablets so that I could have exact copies
produced.
The basic tenets of the theory of the Superstition Tablets described in the following pages
was developed over the next two years (1986 and 1987). This theory has been developed
from the collaborative efforts of myself, a life long friend and geologist Hector Reyes, and
Bill Steila someone who I feel most exemplifies the term "partner". While I would describe
myself as the driving force behind this effort, it was Hector Reyes' insight during one of our
early brain storming sessions in 1986 which provided the first important key which resulted
in the present theory. It is because of this, that I refer to this theory of the Superstition Tablets
as the Robinson/Reyes theory of the Superstition Tablets. Bill Steila and myself performed all
field research which was to prove the basic points of the theory and expand and refine the
first general assumptions. It was Bill's keen eye which was responsible for isolating the
"hidden" importance of the Casa Grande Ruins on the Tablets which later led to the discovery
of a buried object on the Casa Grande National Monument. The nature of this discovery will
be elaborated later.
What will be presented here are the conclusions and the theory as it has been developed to
date without reviewing the many false concepts which were proposed and explored. Also,
this theory will not be compared to any of the theories developed by other individuals as it is
felt that such an undertaking, while not necessarily a fruitless effort, is beyond the scope of
the present book.
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The following conventions will be used in this book.
The individual or individuals who created the set of Tablets will be referred to as the
"Author" since no resolution about who carved the Tablets has been made.
The term "reader" will refer to those individuals (including the Author) for whom the Tablets
were intended to convey meaningful information. It has been assumed that the Tablets were
encrypted to conceal the information contained on them from the general public but not from
everyone. Who and how large this circle of "readers" was is, of course, not known; however,
because of the accuracy reflected in the many directions it is felt that the nature of the
intended "reader" was (a) a person not necessarily familiar with the details of what was being
described and/or (b) perhaps it was expected that a large amount of time would elapse
between the time it was "written" and the time it was "read" which would fade the memory of
the particular details.
Almost all drawings in this book which show some portion of the Stone Tablets were taken
directly from the Tablets (by Xerox) and reduced to the size required by the drawing. This
technique will faithfully reproduce ratios between symbols and orientation. The major
exceptions to this practice is the stone alignment drawing shown later and a few drawings
where it was necessary to distort the sketch to show the correct scaling.
Each of the eight sides of the Tablets will be given names so that easy reference may be made
to a specific stone face without any confusion. These names will be:
(1)

The stone tablet face which contains the image of a horse shall be called HORSE.

Figure 7

HORSE
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(2)

The stone tablet face which contains the image of a person holding a cross shall be
called PRIEST. This face is on the same stone as HORSE.

Figure 8
(3)

The stone tablet face which contains what looks like a 3 in the upper left hand corner
shall be called THREE.

Figure 9
(4)

PRIEST

THREE

The stone tablet face which contains the heart cavity shall be called CAVITY. Note
that the CAVITY face fits above the THREE stone completing the line with dots
which goes to the edge of the THREE stone.

Figure 10

CAVITY
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(5)

The stone tablet face shaped like a heart with the side containing many symbols shall
be called HEART.

Figure 11

NOTE:

(6)

HEART

The opposite side of the heart stone contains what look like six zeros.
These "zeros" are very crudely drawn compared to the rest of the
symbols on the Tablets. At the present time - in the present theory, this
side of the heart does not seem to have any significance; however, it
will be referred to as ZERO.

The stone tablet face which contains the word "DON" shall be called DON. This face
is on the same stone as THREE.

Figure 12

DON
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(7)

The stone tablet face which contains the image of a large cross shall be called
POINTER. This face is on the same stone as CAVITY.

Figure 13

POINTER
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THE AUTHOR
A working portrait of the Author of the Tablets and his purpose has been formulated from the
study of the Tablets. The basic information contained on the Tablets is encoded directions to
specific geographical areas most of which are in what is today the state of Arizona, USA.
Generally, the importance of these areas is that each is mineralogically rich (this is true for
the areas presently identified). The author's purpose in concocting the Tablets was to create a
document that could be read not only by himself but also by any other individual who had
knowledge about the information which was encoded into the Tablets. At the same time, his
intent was to create a document which would create confusion in the non-initiated person
attempting to decode the Tablets. The information that the author encoded into the Tablets
was and is sufficient to direct the informed reader to geographical areas that contained either
natural mineral wealth and/or perhaps buried wealth.
The author possessed a good Spanish education which is evident by his knowledge of the
Spanish language and the subtle use of it. His awareness of math, ratios, distances and map
making is also demonstrated by the accuracy of the detail directions as well as his knowledge
of the lay of the land in what was Sonora Mexico in the period of time that the Tablets are
thought to have been produced (1846-1847). A number of previous researchers have noted
several incorrectly spelled Spanish words on the tablets (BOY instead of VOY, etc.);
however, as will be discussed later, early Spanish documents (1700-1850) commonly
spelled these noted words as they appear on the tablets - so it would probably be erroneous to
draw any conclusions about the author because of these words other then the fact that they
add supporting arguments to the time frame of construction.
Some of the Author's carving techniques exhibit some of the characteristics seen in indian
petroglyphs and pictographs (for more detail in this area - suggested reading is The Rocks
Begin To Speak by LaVan Martineau). These include the concept of rock incorporation
which is the using of features of the rock (cracks, edges, etc.) to convey information. Another
instance is not using a standard orientation in reading. For example, in English written
documents, word order always follows a top to bottom and left to right orientation in
constructing a document; however, in indian petroglyphs, the orientation of reading varies
even within the same petroglyph. There are a number of subtleties in the carving beyond
these examples which strongly suggest that the author might have been of indian origin or an
individual who lived and studied among them.
This writer (Richard Robinson) does not poses any in depth knowledge of the history of
carving so I can not relate as to the significance or uniqueness of the carving techniques
employed in the Stone Tablets. It is interesting to speculate as to how the author of the Stone
Tablets acquired his skills. Potentially, some of these questions might be answered by the
analysis of the buried object which has been located at the Casa Grande National Monument
using directions derived from the stone tablets.
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THE BIG PICTURE
Before discussing each stone individually, an overview showing the interconnection of the
stones is presented. This "Big Picture" view will show the logic behind the Tablets and the
extraordinary nature of the Superstition Tablets.
The entire set of stones represent a series of maps - with each map being a more detailed map
of some area on a previous map. This statement may be an over simplification, but it does
describe the general nature of the Tablets. The map on a particular stone may not be obvious
because part or all of it may be embedded in a drawing (e.g. the horse); in addition, the map
on the next level of stone (for example the PRIEST stone) may not immediately be
ascertained from the previous map as not all of the map was included on the previous map
which would be the normal procedure used in creating maps of cascading detail. It must be
remembered that the author of the Tablets was attempting to create a document that was both
ACCURATE and SECRETIVE, so this craftiness should come as no surprise.
To give an example of the series of map levels in today's terms, contemplate the following
example.
Consider the highest level of map on the Tablets as a Country map - say a map of the USA.
Then, the next lower level of map on the Tablets would be a STATE map. The lowest level
of map would of coarse be a City or street map which would provide the capability of giving
directions to a specific location within a city with a high degree of accuracy.
There are some differences between the maps on the Tablets and the example just given. One
of the differences is the obvious fact that the Tablets are encoded, so the directions are not as
apparent as the maps mentioned above. The other difference is that the City level map on the
Tablets is not drawn at a single scale but two different scales which are superimposed upon
one another. An example of this procedure is seen many times today. For example, a tourist
map of Southern California would show the basic freeway system at one scale corresponding
to their actual geographical location; however, the tourist attractions such as Disneyland
would be greatly enlarged on the map showing in general where they are situated, but more
significantly providing some detail about the nature of the attraction. This method is used
because it is capable of conveying a large amount of information about a few specific points
of interest spread over a large geographical area. The author of the Tablets employed this
method for the exact same reason - he wanted to transmit specific information to an accuracy
of a few feet or yards about isolated locales separated by many miles.
The stone which is equivalent to the Country map is the HORSE stone, the state map is the
PRIEST stone and the city or street maps are the CAVITY, THREE and HEART stone. It
should be noted that the CAVITY and the THREE stone can be fitted together to create one
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map with the dotted trail proceeding from the THREE map into the CAVITY map. It will be
later illustrated that the THREE map is also a map independent of the CAVITY map.
A natural question to posture at this point is:
How does the Author link the various map levels?
or, to put it another way:
How does one locate the state within the Country and the city within the state?
For example, a map of the USA would show where the state of Arizona was located within
the Country and a State map of Arizona would show where Phoenix was located within the
state. Once the site of Phoenix was determined, then a street map of Phoenix would be used
to find any point of interest within the city. So, how do the Stone Tablet maps furnish this
orienting function?
The Author accomplishes this feat in a elegant and simple way. He achieves it with the
symbol which resembles a cross. The cross symbol will be written as
when referred to in
this text regardless of the orientation of the actual symbol being referenced.
There is a
on the HORSE stone about in the middle of the stone on left hand side just
above the EL in EL COBOLLO.
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There are three
on the PRIEST stone, one being held by the figure of a man on the stone,
one on his cloak sleeve and one with a box drawn around it..

There is a

on the THREE stone in the middle of the stone on the left hand side.

There is, of course, the
on the POINTER stone. While the
could be mistaken for a
religious symbol, this was not the Author's intent. The Author intended the symbol to
represent a "directional pointer" and a "locator mark" and not a religious symbol to the
informed reader.
The
is a directional pointer because the longest portion of the symbol represents the
direction the Author is telling the reader to travel or turn. For example, the
on the THREE
stone has the longest arm of the
on the right hand side. The Author in this case, as will be
shown later, is telling the reader to "turn and travel toward" the east after reaching the Casa
Grande Ruins.
One of the somewhat fanciful interpretations of this theory of the Superstition Tablets is that
we also consider the
on the POINTER stone to also be a directional pointer. The
conjecture is that the POINTER and the DON stones form a message. The Spanish-English
dictionary contains two definitions for DON:

don, m.
don,m.

1. present, gift. 2. gift, talent, knack, ....
Don, title of respect prefixed to Christian names;
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The most commonly used definition is - Title of respect used only before Christian names;
however, if the Author really meant the other definition - present, gift, natural ability - then
combining the CROSS and DON stone :

would form the message : Pointer

to natures gift

The

is utilized as a locator mark in the case of:
(1) the
on the HORSE stone
(2) the
held by the man on the PRIEST stone and
(3) the
on the THREE stone.
These three
represent the same exact geographical location. This single piece of
intelligence is sufficient to provide ample orientation as the reader moves from map to map.
The geographical location happens to be the Casa Grande Ruins on the Gila River near
Florence Arizona. The following illustration exhibits this alignment:

Figure 19

Geophysical alignment

The HORSE map encompasses the largest area of about 200 miles by 200 miles, the
PRIEST about 70 miles by 70 miles, and the THREE , CAVITY and HEART incorporate a
varying level of detail which ranges from 25 miles to a few miles and is several instances to
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a detail levels of less than one mile. Throughout these maps the Author used a map making
technique which I would call "selective magnification". What I mean by this term is that in
some instances the Author would draw an object representing a physical location

LARGER

than it should be for the scale factor of the map. This technique is often
seen today in specialty maps such as one showing the points of interest in an area. Selective
magnification is used because there is a need to show a large physical area where the
"Readers" interest is focused on only a few specific locations; therefore, these areas are
magnified in detail to draw the readers attention to them and aid him in reaching these
locations.
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THE HORSE STONE

The HORSE stone is the largest area map of the Superstition Tablets. A rough estimate of
the extent of the map is 170 miles in a North - South direction and about 200 to 250 miles in
the East - West direction. This map does not possess the accuracy inherent in the other
maps; however, there are segments of the map which are more faithfully reproduced than
others and whose accuracy approaches that of the other maps.
The HORSE stone contains two Spanish phrases.
The first phrase has the word COBOLLO which does not seem to be a known Spanish word.
The word may be a misspelling (possibly intentional) or a local variation of the word
CABALLO or some other word entirely. If by the word COBOLLO, it was meant
CABALLO then the first phrase is translated:

The horse
of/from/to Santa Fe
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The second phrase is translated:

I pasture
to the North
of the river

The HORSE map serves several basic purposes which are:
(1)

Specifically define the area in Latitude and Longitude so that the "reader" can find
the location no matter where in the world he is originally located.

(2)

Give directions on how to get to Santa Fe, an important trading center in the 1800's,
and several other significant locations. Thus the phrase "The horse to Santa Fe".

(3)

Give the first general direction on where the more detailed maps refer to. Thus the
symbol
.

While the HORSE stone appears to contain the drawing of a horse, the horse is actually an
encoded map. Most of the constructs of the horse are actually natural geological features or
trails which existed in the 1800s. This map shows the reader how to get from Tucson (or
Southeastern area of Arizona) to Santa Fe. The map contains two paths to Santa Fe - the
"Upper" trail (the head and back of the horse) and the "Lower" trail (the belly of the horse).
The "Upper" trail indicates a passage which could be used in all weather conditions and all
sizes of groups; while the "Lower" trail indicates a route which contained little water but
one which could be used during wet weather or for small parties or ones well supplied with
water. Some of the lines (i.e. the ears) in the drawing of the horse are, of course, added to
complete to impression that the drawing is that of a horse. The following illustration is a
reproduction of the HORSE stone with most of the major geographical features identified.
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Figure 23

Geographical areas involved

From this illustration, it can be seen that the horse figure can be explained without having to
move it from where it resides on the stone in relationship to the Salt River and the Gila
River. Weavers Needle, Miners Needle, Walker Butte and the Casa Grande Ruins symbols
are examples of selective magnification, that is, the symbols are larger than the physical
objects for the scale factor of the map.
It has been mentioned previously that the HORSE stone is not as accurate as the other
stones; however, this inaccuracy is selective. The large variations in the map generally
revolves around the representations of features between the San Pedro River and the
Mimbres River were the general terrain is not important and if drawn accurately would
create a badly drawn horse - the Author used "artistic license" here because accuracy was not
important. Distances to many specific points such as Weavers Needle and Brandenburg
Mountain approaches the accuracy seen on the other maps. The following series of
illustrations which takes the nose portion of the horse stone and lays it over the Geological
Survey map of the indicated region (with some features such as the Gila River, San Carlos
Resevour, and Brandenburg Mountain hi-lighted) provides a visual demonstration of the
accuracy. Note also how the EYE is used to indicate a large body of water (the eye organ is
mostly water).
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Figure 24

Figure 26 Overlay map and Stone
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Geological Survey map

A claim has just been made above which interprets most of the specific features on the
HORSE stone. One could pose the question:

The world is a big place! While there does seem to be a good match and ignoring the fact that the Stone Tablets are said to have been found
within the general area described - how did you use information
contained on the Tablets to decide that this specific spot on the globe is
the geographical location indicated by the Author?
It is true that the Author did not say that the "RIO" on the stone was the "Salt River" or that
the "Gila River" was the line which hits the nose of the horse. In fact, he did not expressly
name any of the geographical highlights which have been identified. However, it can be
demonstrated that the Author did include information on the HORSE tablet which, to the
informed reader, would pinpoint this geographical location. Specifically, this information
defines the LATITUDE and LONGITUDE of a site on the HORSE stone. The site whose
latitude and longitude are defined is the locality where the Gila River strikes the nose of the
horse (the San Pedro River).

Figure 27 Gila Junction 33 Degrees North
110 Degrees 45 minutes West
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The LATITUDE is defined using two symbols on the HORSE stone which at first
observation seem to elude any explanation. These symbols are the "3" in the center which has
about a 30 degree pitch to the left and the "3" at the lower right side of the stone which as a
slight pitch to the right. Note the following highlighted illustration:

Figure 28

HORSE Stone illustrating LATITUDE indication

Observe that if you draw a straight line across the stone which underlines the "3" in the center
of the stone that the line also intersects the junction of the Gila and San Pedro river. Also if
you draw a line from the lower "3" which follows the path indicated by the slant of the "3"

that this line also crosses the junction of the Gila and San Pedro River. So, using detailed
information which is available on the HORSE stone, it is possible for an "informed" reader to
determine that the location where the Gila River junctions with the San Pedro River (the nose
of the horse) is exactly 33 degrees north latitude. The Author carved the 33 degree slope on
the center "3" for an exact purpose which was to indicate the "off center (of the earth)
location of the map. It also now seem possible that the Author used the term "I pasture to
the NORTH of the river" to indicate NORTH LATITUDE.
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The Author's indication of the LONGITUDE was difficult to conceive. It was easy enough
to ascertain that the longitude of the junction was about 111 degrees west longitude (110
degrees and 45 minutes) from a geological survey map; however - unlike the latitude - there
are not three "1"'s floating about on the HORSE stone. After much deliberation, a possible
solution did evolve. The interpretation went like this:
Assume that the Author considered the length of the HORSE stone to
represent the longitude of the whole earth which is 360 degrees.
Further assume that the Author meant to represent the longitude of the
site of interest as the calculated degrees resulting from the ratio of the
position of the nose in relation to the whole stone. A measurement
showed that the site divided the total length of the stone into two
sections, where the smaller section was one fourth of the whole stone
and the larger section was, of course, three fourths. This split meant
that the smaller section would calculate to 90 degrees and the larger to
270 degrees as shown in the following illustration.

Figure 30 HORSE Stone showing possible LONGITUDE Definition

The 90 degrees does not compare well with the actual longitude of 110 degrees 45 minutes.
The difference is about 21 degrees. Compared to the accuracy shown in the latitude
definition, one would be led to the conclusion that the Author did not intend to indicate the
longitude in this manor.
This is the first conclusion which this writer reached; however, later while researching a
reprint of a 1797 Spanish book, I came across an old Spanish map of the Arizona area (the
area was not called Arizona then). This map changed my opinion about the proposed
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solution. The fact is that the Spanish did not use the present day prime meridian of
"Greenwich" as the meridian Longitude 0 degrees. It wasn't until 1884 that an international
agreement was reached to use Greenwich (the site of the Royal Observatory) as the longitude
reference point with an "East" and "West" reference. The Spanish used the island of Tenerife
(The capitol is Santa Cruz) in the Canary Islands as the Meridian Longitude 0 degrees and the
longitude increased to the East only ( that is 0 to 360 degrees EAST). What this means is that
at the time the Stone Tablets are assumed to have been carved, the nose of the Horse was
about 266 degrees East Longitude!
Greenwich to Nose from the EAST
plus Greenwich to Tenerife about 17 degrees
Total

249 Degrees 15 Minutes
17 Degrees
266 Degrees 15 Minutes

Realizing this and noting the strong correlation between the 266 degrees from the Spanish
map (the map actually shows it to be between 268 and 269 degrees) and the 270 degrees
calculated from the Stone Tablet plus the floating "E" by the horses back leg

I feel confident to propose this as the chosen method of the Author to transmit the site
LONGITUDE location of 266 degrees East Longitude.
Previously there was an illustration of HORSE with most of the geological features outlined,
this accentuated the major geographical features of the horse map but let's look at some of the
specific locations in more detail.

24

Figure 32 Detail look at Weaver's Needle area

The

symbol has been translated to be Weavers Needle.

Figure 33 Weavers Needle looking north.
Weavers Needle is a pointed peak of great historical significance in the early stories
involving the Superstition Mountains. The present reasoning behind why the Author used this
symbol to indicate Weavers Needle instead of the
symbol is that whenever one
observes Weavers Needle from either the outside of the Superstition Mountain or inside you
are nearly always observing it over the top of some other mountain or hill. Since this is the
case, the
symbol is used to represent a peak observed over the top of a mountain.
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The
and
are basically the same symbol and indicate a butte or pinnacle.
For instance, in the case of Walker Butte it is a butte - a steep hill standing alone in a plain and in the case of Miner's Needle it is a pinnacle - a pointed, towering part of a formation.
More importantly the symbol represents a visible object which can be used as a focal point in
navigating over large distances. Directions can easily be given to go toward it or away from it
since the objects can be seen for many miles as in the case of Walker Butte it can be seen for
20 miles or more before arriving at the Casa Grande Ruins a rather small structure not
visible from great distances.
The Author when he carved the Salt and Gila Rivers continued the carving of the rivers
beyond the edge of the face of the stone.

Figure 37 Edge drawing
The river carvings continue almost the entire width of the edge. This is an example of the
technique seen in indian petroglyphs, mention earlier, of rock incorporation. The Author is
using the edge of the stone to convey information. The Author's intent in this case is to
inform the reader that the large side of the stone is to always be considered WEST no matter
which way the Tablet is turned. On this side of the Tablet, there is no confusion that this
direction is "West" because the normal map making technique of "North" on top and "East"
to the right has been adhered to. The Author did not carve the rivers beyond the edge to
clarify any confusion on this side of the Tablet but rather to clarify something when the
Tablet is turned over to the PRIEST side of the Tablet. It turns out that when the Author
encoded the map contained in the Priest drawing he did not follow standard map making
techniques. This was probably done as another level of encryption. He did keep "North" on
top but he reversed the "East" and "West" directions. For the Priest map, he used the right
side of the stone to indicate "West" not "East"! Thus, using the technique of rock
incorporation, the Author was able to clarify for the reader this point.
The above example is one of many which could be given to argue the fact that the Author
created the stone Tablets with the idea that they might need to be read by someone other than
himself and without his assistance. If the Author were to read the Tablets, he would have
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known that he reversed the "East" and "West" directions on the PRIEST map. It would have
only been necessary to codify this information for the purpose of conveying this fact to
another individual - not only that - but an individual not privy to the original design concept.
The care taken in the whole project of carving the Tablets suggest that it was anticipated that
a large amount of time would pass from the time that the Tablets were carved and the time
that they would be used.
Later, when discussing the features on the PRIEST Stone, it will become apparent that all
features on the PRIEST stone do not adhere to the specific rock incorporation rule just
described above. The rule applies only to the map imbedded in the symbol which resembles
the statue of a priest. The group of symbols which seem to fall from the end of the cross
which the statue is holding do not follow the "West side" rule imposed on stone. This may
seen strange but the string of symbols are not a "map" but a set of directions to follow unlike
the statue which actually is a map whose orientation is extremely important. This might get a
little confusing as the explanation proceeds, but please be patient and hopefully the confusion
will have dissipated by the time the complete explanation has been developed.
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For a little historical aside, note the following map taken from the book Historical Atlas Of
New Mexico by Warren A. Beck and Ynez D. Hasse:

Figure 38

U.S. Military Expeditions during Mexican War

Note how General Stephen Watts Kearny's route effectively took the "Upper" trail indicated
by the HORSE Stone; however, it appears that his intelligence sources did not know about
the route indicated by the "head" of the horse because the General continued following the
Gila River as indicated below:
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Figure 39 Route followed by General Kearny
This route caused undue hardship on his men, equipment and animals as well as slow their
travel to a snails pace because the area between what is now the San Carlos Reseviour (the
eye) and the junction of the Gila and San Pedro River is very treacherous.
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When the rear of the HORSE map is overlaid on the expedition map as follows:

Figure 40 Overlay of HORSE on the map.
Colonel Philip St. George Cook's wagon route aligns with the back read leg of the horse. The
dot (O) at the rear of the horse has been identified by this theory as Santa Rita; however,
this overlay demonstrates that it could just as easily be Ojo De Vaca.
Below the eye of the horse is carved a slightly curved line :

Figure 41 Carving below eye
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This carved symbol represents a small mountain to the south of what is today the San Carlos
Reservoir. The following photo is of San Carlos Lake and the mountain.

Figure 42 San Carlos lake and mountain
Before leaving the discussion on the HORSE stone, a few comments should be made about
the carving in the upper left part of the HORSE stone. This carving is :

Figure 43 5 and 5 dots.
The 5 and the 5 dots are a few of the symbols which have not been explained by the present
theory. When and if they are ever explained, the answer will no doubt turn out to be just as
logical as the portions of the Tablets presently decoded. The present assumption is that the 5
dots are probably mining districts to the north of the Salt River thus coinciding with the
present theory that all dots (not including the dots forming the trail on the THREE and
CAVITY stone) are mining districts. This writer leans toward a possible explanation for the

5

which is that it refers to a fifth yet undiscovered stone which would be the detailed map
locating these mining districts. The logic behind this is that (1) there are presently 4 stone
tablets , (2) the present tablets only define areas to the South of the Salt River, and (3) the
PRIEST stone seems to refer to the HEART stone as map number 4.
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Carved into the top edge of the HORSE/PRIEST stone is the word "MIGUEL" this carved
word is not the same quality of carving seen in the rest of the stone tablets. This word is not
explained by the present theory.
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THE PRIEST STONE

The PRIEST stone is the reverse side of the HORSE stone and contains 4 lines of Spanish
words, a carving of a statue human figure which will be referred to as "the priest" and a
chain of symbols extending from the cross which the figure is holding. In addition, there are a
few poorly carved symbols and words very lightly scratched into the stone which seem to
have been added after the tablets were originally carved.
The translation of the Spanish phrase, if the word "COAZON" is corrected to the possible
correct interpretation "CORAZON" is:
THIS PATH IS DANGEROUS
I GO 18 PLACES
SEARCH FOR THE MAP
SEARCH FOR THE HEART
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It has been noted by several previous theories that the words "bereda" and "boy" are
incorrectly spelled and that the correct spelling is "vereda" and "voy". Generally these
misspelling and the misspelling "coazon" and "cobollo" on the HORSE stone is worked into
the theory of the interpretation of the Tablets as having some directional or distance meaning.
While the misspelling "coazon" and "cobollo" are not explained by the present theory, the
spelling of "bereda" and "boy" can easily be explained.
According to the document Northern New Spain, A research guide by Thomas C. Barnes,
Thomas H. Naylor, and Charles W. Polzer in documents written in Northern New Spain:
"... the same writer commonly transposed several letters. ... 'B' and 'V' were
often interchangeable in the same document ..." (page 19)
So, in our opinion, it is doubtful that there is any hidden meaning in the spelling of "bereda"
and "boy".
Further research into the spelling of "coazon" or "cobollo" may uncover a similar reasonable
explanation for their spelling on the tablet.
The PRIEST stone is of critical importance because (a) the map embedded in the carved
priest gives details about the area in Southeastern Arizona and (b) it is the link between the
HORSE stone which is a general sketch of the area and the following maps which are the
detailed specific area maps. Without the understanding of this stone, it would be almost
impossible to get to the geographical area where the other stones will have meaning. This
would have been especially true at the time the maps are assumed to have been carved. In the
1840's, the northern end of Spanish civilization in what is today Arizona was Tucson. The
hostilities of the Apache Indians to the north had effectively stopped further expansion, but
the detailed maps are maps of areas NORTH of the Gila River or what was then Apache
Country.
The purpose of the PRIEST stone is two-fold:
(1)

The stone provides a road map to existing mines, ranches and towns.
The map referred to in the phrase "search for the map" is a map which
is embedded in the carved figure on the stone. The robe, the front
stepped carving representing his stomach and even his hands are a part
of the map. This map details the geographical area bounded by the San
Pedro River on the east and the Santa Cruz River on the west between
Nogales on the south and Tucson on the north (except for the hands
which extend farther north and west of Tucson).

and
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(2)

Provide general directions and distances on how to get to the area(s)
where the more detailed maps will have meaning. These directions are
provided by the cross, the hands of the priest, the chain of symbols
extending from the end of the cross and the group of numbers on the
THREE stone.. This concern by the Author to give such precise
directions is the strongest argument that he created the maps with the
idea in mind that someone other than himself would be able to read
and comprehend them.

The word :
has a direct relationship on the ability to accurately read the map embedded in the priest. The
word "Peligroza" is the only word on the PRIEST stone which has two letter sizes. The "P"
has the same size as the letters in the rest of the message, while the other letters are about 2/3
the size of the "P".
A general argument in the past for this difference has been that the Author when he carved
the Tablet ran out of room. One problem with this explanation is that the Author would have
known how much room he would have needed for the carving and would have started the
word "ESTA" farther to the left. Also, a simple measurement of the space needed for the 8
characters carved at the normal size reveals that they would still fit in the space available.
The Robinson/Reyes theory of the Tablets is the only theory (to our knowledge) which has
been able to satisfactorily explain the size difference in the word "Peligroza"! The answer is
that the size difference represents a distance scale factor indication for the map embedded in
the carved figure. Most maps that one encounters today have a constant scale for both the
North-South and the East-West directions and this scale is usually displayed at the bottom of
the map like the following example:

In this example, 80 miles is represented by the length of the bar on the map, and it does not
matter which direction the measurement is made. This is not so for the map on the PRIEST
stone. The Author used a different distance scale for the North-South and the East-West
directions and this difference is defined EXACTLY by the ratio of the "P" to the smaller
letters in the word "Peligroza". This ratio is 3:2. Actual measurements from the PRIEST
stone and comparisons with a topographical map have demonstrated this relationship for all
points examined. That is to say that the physical length which would represent 3 miles in the
vertical (north-south) direction would only equal 2 miles in the horizontal (east-west)
direction. The motivation for this distortion, while consistent for all locations measured, is
not understood. Two possible reasons are:
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(1)

The carved figure would not as accurately take on the form of a
human figure if this technique was not used. The figure would
be more elongated and skinny as demonstrated by the next
illustration.

(2)

The Author may have done this to make deciphering more
difficult.

Figure 48 Priest with 1:1 scale not 3:2 scale
The map embedded in the carved figure which has been deciphered does not include the head
of the carved figure. It is not known at the present time if there is a map embedded in the
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head or if the head was just added to complete the rouse that the figure was that of a human as was done with addition of the ears to the horse on the HORSE stone.

THE PRIEST AND THE HIDDEN MAP
It was pointed out during the discussion of the HORSE stone that the Gila and Salt rivers
were carved over the edge of the stone. The reason given was that the Author did this to
indicate that this edge was to always be considered "West" no matter which way the stone
was turned. The priest map as draw on the stone Tablet, because of the above mentioned
rule, has directions different from how we normally consider them - that is the west direction
is to the right and east is to the left:

Figure 49 Priest map and directions
The chain of symbols in figure has been enclosed in a RED box because they do not adhere
to the direction rule imposed by the edge of the stone; since the rule only applies to the
embedded map. These symbol will be removed from the next figure and will be discussed
shortly. The following drawing which outlines the major geographical areas has been
reversed to correct for the east-west orientation and put the orientation to the normally
accepted one.
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Figure 50 Priest map outlined
As can be seen, the back of the Priest's robe is the San Pedro River. In relation to the HORSE
map, the top of the robe would be at the nose of the horse and about half way down the robe
would be where the hoof of the horse is.
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While the HORSE and PRIEST stones do not overlay well, the following figure shows their
basic geographical relationship:

Figure 51 HORSE/PRIEST
Refering back to the figure of the Priest map outline, the front of the Priest is the Santa Cruz
River or a road that parallels it. The three hash marks indicate locations along this trail. The
top hash is Tucson. Calculations show that the center hash mark to be just north of the end of
the Santa Rita Mountains and the bottom hash mark about Arivaca Junction. All three hash
marks connect to the front of the robe. The front of the robe is a trail which went from what
is today Patagonia along the back side (eastern) of the Santa Rita Mountains to Tucson. Since
each hash mark touches this trail, the present theory that they were trails connecting the trail
along the Santa Cruz and the trail along the backside of the Santa Rita. While this is in
agreement with the terrain and can account for the hash marks without further embellishment,
it must be noted that the bottom and center hash marks both cross over some heavily mined
areas of the Santa Rita. In fact, the bottom hash mark calculates to the vicinity of the Santa
Rita Silver mine which was a rich silver mine worked by the Spanish and Mexicans.
The bottom of the robe is a trail which connected a number of ranches and mines between the
San Pedro and Santa Cruz rivers. This trail goes west from the San Pedro River, curves
around the southern end of the Huachuca Mountains. After traversing the southern end of the
mountain, this trail can either be taken across the center of the Huachuca Mountains along
what is today Garden Canyon and along the northeast side of the mountains to the
Babocomari River (and babocomari Hacienda) or alternately along the northwest side of the
mountains to the Babocomari. The road then follows the Babocomari River to a point where
the babocomari turns northward (probably about Elgin, Arizona). The trail then leaves the
Babocomari and takes a southern direction into the eastern end of Harshaw Creek to a
Spanish Hacienda and silver mine. The silver mine later became the famous Mowry silver
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mine. The trail then followed Harshaw Creek to what is today Patagonia and then starting the
front side of the robe at the town of Sonoita. The creases in the robe which touch the bottom
hem indicate specific locations along the trail. The crease which does not touch the bottom
of the robe falls on the Whetstone Mountains.
The following figure provides an excellent vehicle to demonstrate the different distance scale
factors in the vertical and horizontal directions as suggested by the variation in the size of the
letters in the word "Peligroza" which has be said to represent a scale factor ratio of 3:2 or
1.5.

Figure 52 Example of Ratio measurement.

This measurement is a measurement between PICACHO PEAK and the SAN PEDRO
River at a point which is directly east of Patagonia. In this example, the vertical (northsouth) measurement was 3.16 inches for the Stone and 22.5 inches for the Topographical map
which is a ratio (22.5/3.16) of 7.12; while the ratio for the horizontal (east-west)
measurement is a ratio (19.4/4.2) of 4.62. If the same scale factor was used in both
directions then the ratios should be the same which is obvious that they are not. In fact
the scale factors differ by the ratio (7.12/4.62) of 1.54. This is an error of about 1 percent
from the 1.5 ratio suggested by the word "Peligroza". While some ratio calculations vary
slightly from this ratio (1.4 to 1.7), the important point is that every measurement made on
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the priest map support the 3:2 ratio hypothesis and no measurements have been made which
invalidate this tenet of the stone tablet theory.

================================================
Note added August 24, 2002
Research and further measurements of the Tablets performed since this original was written
in 1989 seems to indicate that the Casa Grande Ruins is actually represented by the top of the
cross arm and not the center. This actually makes sense because Casa Grande is further north
than Picacho Peak.
Picacho Peak, the south-western tip of Picacho Mountain, has a very distinctive shape and the
thumb on the stone Tablet:

Figure 53 thumb on tablet
according to the present theory represents this peak.
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As can be seen in the following figure showing a picture of Picacho Peak and the thumb from
the Tablets, the reason for this assertion is quite obvious.

Figure 54 comparing thumb and Picacho Peak

============= END ADDITION ====================
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The priest carving contains a string of symbols extending from the end of the cross held by
the priest. In addition, there are the numbers 1 (above the sleeve of the priest), 2, 3, 4, and 8
on the carving.

The numbers 1 thru 4 indicate the progressive steps (it is possible that the numbers also
indicate the stone referenced ... 1 = HORSE/PRIEST stone, 2 = THREE stone, 3 =
CAVITY stone and 4 = HEART stone) necessary to get to the final destination of the series
of maps; however, the 8 - while part of the directions - is not actually a "number" but a
symbol for a geological structure. The symbols have been isolated because their orientation
does not agree with the compass orientation for the priest map. The "N" (North) carved to
the right of the symbols provides the reference point for this group of symbols. As stated
earlier when discussing indian petroglyphs - orientation need not be consistent throughout a
drawing.
Recalling that the cross point (
) of the cross is the same physical location as the
on the
HORSE stone, these numbers and symbols inform the reader how to get from Tucson to the
physical location of the cross point and then what to do after arriving at that location. So let's
follow the directions.
First note that on the PRIEST tablet that the bottom left corner of the cross is slightly
flared toward the top hash mark on the priest's stomach.
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This was done to indicate to the reader to follow the road which left Tucson (step 1), passed
the Tucson Mountains (the lower hand), and then goes between Picacho Peak (thumb on the
upper hand) and the rest of the Picacho Mountains (the rest of the hand) to the cross point
which is actually the Casa Grande Ruins (step 2). The reader is then instructed to change
direction and go toward a butte (the donut symbol which is South Butte). The directions
(step 3) then say to use the detailed map (s) (the cross in the rectangle) to get to another
butte (Miners Needle on the HORSE map) and then (step 4) use the HEART map for the
final directions.
Notice that the "2" and "3" both rest above the symbol for the detailed map (which are the
THREE and CAVITY stone). The reason for this is that while the "directions" on how to
get from Tucson to Casa Grande and then to South Butte are on the PRIEST stone - the
"distances" are given on the THREE stone. Since the "distances" are given on the THREE
stone, an explanation of that part of the THREE stone will be explored now.
On the THREE stone, there is the following sequence of numbers and symbols:

Figure 57 Distances defined on THREE Stone
This is not a mathematical equation but a set of distances and directions. The numbers
indicate distance in leagues. The league is a distance measurement used by both the Spanish
and Mexicans and while the size of a league has varied throughout history, historical
researchers of Mexico and Northern New Spain usually consider a league to be 2.6 miles.
The "=" symbol is the symbol for a river. The "-" is a turn or direction indicator. The
as already mentioned is the symbol for a butte. The orientation on reading this set of
directions is from right to left. The rational behind this "fact" is a little difficult to explain,
44

but the answer again goes back to the nature of indian petroglyphs. Orientation in this case
must be gleaned from the nature of the data being conveyed. The Author is trying to tell the
reader first how to get to Casa Grande and then how to get to the Trail indicated on the
THREE stone. The logic used to arrive at the orientation described above is the fact that the
2 = 3 falls between the symbol for Casa Grande and the symbol for South Butte - therefore,
these distances refer to distances between Casa Grande and South Butte - which would force
one to read from right to left.
Putting the "directions" plus the "distances" together would give a translation something like
this:
After leaving Tucson follow the road past the Tucson Mountains for 7 leagues (18 miles)
where you will cross the Santa Cruz River ("="). After crossing the river, continue for 18
leagues (47 miles) - passing Picacho Peak to the Casa Grande Ruins .

When at Casa Grande, turn toward a distant butte. This Butte is South Butte.
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After turning ("-"), go for a long 3 leagues (Note that the "3" is larger so the distance is
larger that 7.8 miles but less than 10.4 miles) to a river ("="). This river is the Gila River at
about Florence Arizona. After coming to the river, continue for 2 leagues (5.2 miles) toward
South Butte where you will come to a large deep arroyo (China Wash) running north.
Follow the arroyo northward for about 1/2 league (the river cuts the distance between the
two dots in half and each dot represents a league on the trail) to the Gila River .

Then use the detailed desert map of the THREE and CAVITY stones until you come to
another Butte (Miners Needle) where the Heart map should be used. The string of symbol
directions continue to say "use the heart map and go past the "8" which are two mountain
peaks (one being Weavers Needle) continue North then ... "! The symbol after the "8 - N"
which looks a P is vague and this theory has not determined what is meant by the symbol.

This finishes the discussion of the PRIEST stone except for the poorly carved symbols and
words carved on the right side of the stone and the 1847 written on the base of the priest
figure.
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On the right side of the PRIEST Stone are some lightly carved symbols highlighted in the
following illustration:

Figure 65 Lightly carved symbols

The present theory about this group of symbols is that they were carved by someone other
than the Author as "personal notes". The suggested scenario is that the Author or someone
familiar with the information in the stone tablets was attempting to give directions to
someone who was not familiar with either the information on the Tablets or the area directed
to. During this transfer of information, the individual, not intimate with the information,
scratched on the stone some facts which he felt would help him recall the information. If this
were the case, the symbols could be translated:
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I'm starting from Sonora Mexico ...

... (then the not shown directions) ...
follow the directions on the Tablets to Tucson, Casa Grande, South Butte, etc. ...
and then use the HEART map (the - M would be abbreviation for MAP)

and then go past the sharp peak (Weavers Needle)

and then ... ????
This Translation agrees with the translation given for the string of symbols extending from
the cross held by the priest except that the
symbol was used to denote Weavers
Needle instead of the "8" symbol. This agreement in directional information is, of course,
what one would expect.
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At the base of the priest is carved a 1847,

Figure 69 1847 at base of priest
The 1847 is generally thought to be a date. The Mexican-American war was being waged
in 1847 (1846-1848) and the thought is that these tablets were created during this time. It has
been noted by several researchers of the tablets that the hash marks above the 1847 seem to
have been placed there to scratch out another date which some say is 1788 or 1799. This
writer after a detailed visual inspection of the hash marks does agree that they appear to be
an attempt to delete some previous carving. There does appear to be a 1 and a 7 scratched
out and possibly some other numbers or letters. I don't believe that visual inspection will
resolve the true nature of these hash marks and their resolution must wait until a more
scientific study can be performed.
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THE THREE STONE

The THREE stone is the first detailed map to be discussed. The THREE stone has been
given this name because of the 3 carved into the upper left hand corner of the stone:

Figure 71 Three in corner
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The THREE and CAVITY stones can be combined and form the obvious map:

Figure 73 Combined map
Where the trail leaves the THREE stone and continues onto the CAVITY stone. The
THREE stone is also a stand alone detailed map; in fact, the THREE stone is actually three
separate - but connected - maps and that is the reason for the 3 in the upper left hand corner
of the stone.
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These maps will soon be isolated and discussed separately, but the following multi-colored
illustration amplifies the various maps and their inter-connections. The areas boxed in green
are common areas connecting the separate maps:

Figure 74 Three maps on stone

The carved figure to the right of the 3:

Figure 75 3 and figure to right
is not colored because it has not been determined which map it fits on. The Casa Grande
map and the Desert map do not seem to need this symbol and the symbol is too far to the left
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to be effectively on the F-map. It is possible that this symbol is a geological structure to the
north of Casa Grande which has not been identified. It is also possible that the Author used
the symbol to isolate the 3 from the rest of the maps and did not intend it to be a part of any
of the maps.

THE CASA GRANDE MAP
The Casa Grande map is a detailed map describing what the reader sees and what he should
do when arriving at the Casa Grande Ruins. As it turns out, the Casa Grande map not only
gives the directions to the other detail maps but it also contains information which has
sufficient accuracy to direct the informed reader to a spot a short distance away from the
Casa Grande Ruins where, using the directions on the tablet, a buried object has been
discovered. The details on the map are accurate enough to find the spot to within 10 feet.
The following is the Casa Grande Map with the major objects identified:

Figure 76 Casa Grande Map
Let's explore some of these features in more detail.
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The Casa Grande Ruins at the Casa Grande National Monument is a single structure which
at one time was three stories high. The ground floor of the structure is largely intact except
for the collapsed north-east and south-east corners of the building. The present day floor
plan of the Casa Grande Ruins and the symbol for it are:

Figure 77 Floor plan

Figure 78 Symbol

When this floor plan is overlaid on the symbol as in the following illustration:

Figure 79 Symbol & floor plan overlay
it is easy to see the accuracy which the Author of the tablets maintained even to the detail of
indicating the north-east and south-east collapsed walls of the Ruins.
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The pointer symbol

above Casa Grande :

appears to be enclosed in a parenthesis. These symbols are used to indicate a telescope. The
objects which this part of the map refers to (i.e.. South Butte and Grayback Mountain) are a
great distance away (15 and 22 miles) and this symbol is used to imply to take a "sighting"
on these objects to follow the directions. The following illustration has the "sighting" lines
drawn in.

Figure 81 Sighting on South Butte and Grayback
The angle created by the "sighting" lines between the north side of South Butte and the peak
of Grayback Mountain is 6.5 degrees. This is the angle obtained by a surveyor this writer
enlisted to take measurements at the Casa Grande National Monument as well as the angle
taken from the stone tablets (if you grab a protractor and measure the angle on the
illustration you will get the same results). The Author took great care, as he usually does, to
accurately draw the placement of South Butte and Grayback Mountain as seen from the Casa
Grande Ruins; however, he incorrectly drew the size of South Butte which - at this scale should have been drawn about the size shown in the following illustration:
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Figure 82 South Butte at this size
Why did he make this error? Is this just an example of "selective magnification"? It will be
worth our efforts to find an answer this enigma. So let's review what we know at the present
time:
(1)

The PRIEST map and the numbers and symbols on the THREE stone
reference South Butte.

(2)

The Author used great skill in drawing South Butte and Grayback Mountain
relative to the Casa Grande Ruins.

(3)

The Author drew South Butte about twice as large as it should have been.
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(4)

The "sighting" line indicated by the direction of the "CROSS" touches both
South Butte and Grayback Mountain.

(5)

No reference to Grayback Mountain has been made in any previous
directions!

Before we can resolve this problem, we need to review another carving "error" which the
Author made. This error was made in the symbol to the north of the Casa Grande Ruins :

This symbol is said to represent three objects: (1) the Superstition Mountain, (2) Walker
Butte and (3) Cholla Mountain. The problem is that when you are standing at the Casa
Grande Ruins these three objects do not look like the symbol. The following rough sketch
would more accurately portray the actual physical situation.

Figure 87 Alignment as seen from Casa Grande
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The Superstition is much further west and Cholla Mountain does not touch Walker Butte.
Again, why did the Author make this error when he has shown much more ability? The
answer is that the Author did not error! The symbol was not meant to represent what the
three objects looked like when one is located exactly at the Casa Grande Ruins but at a
location about 3/4 of a mile to the east. As you move to the east the objects start moving
closer together because they are all at different distances. Cholla Mountain is 2 miles to the
north, Walker Butte is 5 miles and the Superstitions are 18 miles away. Because of this, as
you move to the east both the edge of the Superstitions and Cholla Mountain move closer to
Walker Butte until you reach a point where this alignment is exactly as shown by the
symbol. This explanation resolves this discrepancy, but there still remains the problem of the
way the Author drew the Superstition Mountain. He drew it as a single peak when in reality
it stretches to the east for miles behind Walker Butte. The answer to this is that the Author
was attempting to convey information about the "alignment" of the Superstition Mountain
and Walker Butte. The following enlarged, highlighted and enhanced illustration is of a
photograph taken from the location where the Superstition Mountain, Walker Butte and
Cholla Mountain align as shown in the carving:

Figure 88 Highlighted and enhanced photo
The following illustration is of the symbol overlaid on the enhanced illustration.

Figure 89 overlay of symbol on photo

At about this point, the thought is probably crossing your mind that this match is terrible and
how could one make the claim that the symbol represents those mountains and butte! But
let's look at the differences more closely. First, remember that the symbol was drawn to give
directional and alignment information - so the parts of the real physical objects not needed to
convey this information do not need to be reproduced accurately.
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Cholla Mountain, for instance, is much larger than portrayed by the symbol; however, if the
Author had drawn it the correct size the symbol would have looked like the following
illustration on the stone tablet:

Figure 90 Photo overlaid on stone
This "correct" rendition would have taken up another 3.5 inches on the stone tablet which is
only 16 inches long. The Author planned to pack an enormous amount of information on
this tablet and he could not afford to waste this space. Notice that the Author did maintain
the height information of Cholla mountain to his normal degree of accuracy because this
information was important and necessary to inform the reader about the specific mountain
and it's alignment.
Note that the Superstition Mountain on the west side has a step before going to it's
maximum height:

Yet the Author, while he has correctly carved the maximum height of the Superstition
Mountain, carves the symbol to go directly to that height without the step feature and then
curve down into Walker Butte - where he also seem to have carved an extra line. These are
not carving errors made by the Author, they are directional information. A literal translation
of these directions would be:
Proceed from the Casa Grande Ruins in a easterly direction until the downward
extension of the step in the Superstition Mountain bisects the western tangential line
of Walker Butte by a ratio of 1 to 3 (i.e.. 1/4 of the total line)
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The fact that the author was referencing the tangential line of Walker Butte is obvious from
the overlay of the symbol and enhanced photograph; however, this overlay technology
would not have been available to the reader of the tablets. The Author relayed this
information to the reader by the lightly carved information at the bottom and top of Walker
Butte. The Author's lightly carved features are highlighted in the following illustration:

Figure 92 Enhanced features
The lightly carved feature at the bottom indicates the sloping nature of Walker Butte as well
as the indicated tangential line. The lightly carved feature at the top of Walker Butte extends
above the natural carved peak of Walker Butte indicating the tangential lines for both sides
of Walker butte.
The total alignment information conveyed provides sufficient information to place the reader
at a specific location to an accuracy of 10 feet in an east-west direction. Now this is the point
where the "error" made carving South Butte comes into play! The above information has
gotten us to the correct location in an east-west sense, but now we need to find the location
in the north-south direction. Recall that all directions on the PRIEST stone and THREE
stone have referenced South Butte. A logical conclusion would be that South Butte should
be used to define the north-south alignment. This is the reason why South Butte was drawn
so large; because when the "sighting"`line is drawn is touches South Butte forcing one to
draw this obvious and natural conclusion. If the reader made this assumption and used South
Butte to define the north-south alignment, he would be 400 feet to far north by the time he
reached the east-west alignment. The Author indicates that the correct "sighting" should be
Grayback Mountain to the informed reader by having the "sighting" line touch the peak of
Grayback, making the "error" in carving South Butte and also by carving a very slight
downward curve to the
symbol as shown below:
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Figure 93 Slight curve to cross symbol
The Authors accuracy in representing the physical surroundings at the location arrived at is
extraordinary. The symbols describing the surrounding are:
(1)

To the west - The Casa Grande Ruins

(2)

To the North - The Superstitions, Walker Butte and Cholla Mountain.
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(3)

(4)

To the East - South Butte and Grayback Mountain

To the Southeast - Picacho Mountain and a smaller Mountain north and east (but
slightly overlapping) Picacho.

The following table shows the percent errors for a number of measurements made between
the photographs of actual objects and the symbols on the tablets. You should keep in mind
that these measurements are very subjective because the lines on the Tablets are about .08
inch in width and in some cases it was difficult to say where a base line should be drawn in a
photo of a mountain ,etc.; however, an attempt was made to be consistent in measurement
points.
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SYMBOL AND PHYSICAL OBJECT COMPARISONS
DESCRIPTION

% different

(1)
(2)
(3)

Casa Grande North/South wall length
Casa Grande East/West wall length
Casa Grande inner wall separation

-4 %
6%
-2 %

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)

Superstition Mountain height
Superstition Mountain width
Walker Butte Height
Walker Butte width
Walker Butte left side length
Walker Butte right side length
Cholla Peak 1 height
Cholla Peak 2 height

1%
5%
0%
-5 %
6%
4%
-4 %
1%

(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)

Angle subtended by South Butte & Grayback 2 %
Grayback Mountain peak 1 height
0%
Grayback Mountain Peak 2 height
0%
Grayback Mountain width
100 %

(16)
(17)
(18)
(19)
(20)

Picacho Mountain & other Mt total width
Picacho Mountain Peak 1 height
Picacho Mountain Peak 2 height
Mt N/E of Picacho - Peak 1 height
Mt N/E of Picacho - Peak 2 height

13 %
-4 %
-13 %
3%
3%

As can be seen from the overlays previously provided and the above table, the accuracy of
the tablet is astounding. A visual inspection and metal detector scan of the area indicated by
the alignment was made by this writer and Bill Steila. A general area was searched because
at the time of the search we were not aware of the accuracy of the directions. The size of the
area searched was a 400 foot by 400 foot square of totally flat desert containing sparse
vegetation. This was the area defined by using the "sighting" on the north side of South
Butte as the northern extreme of the search area and using the "sighting" on the major peak
of Grayback Mountain as defining the south side of the search area. The east and west sides
of the defined area was arbitrarily chosen to encompass any meaning by the Author of the
Superstition Mountain - Walker Butte symbol.
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Figure 98 Bill Steila, Richard Robinson and surveyor at Casa

Grande

When this search produced negative results, the University of Arizona was contacted and
Dr. Ben K. Sternberg of the Department of Mining and Geological Engineering performed a
Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) study of the area in December 1988. A GPR acts like any
Radar system and sends out a signal and analyzes the return to determine the nature of any
reflecting object. The first study was inconclusive but did seem to indicate, in the area
studied, a small anomaly at what is now known to be the above location. Dr. Sternberg in
June 1989 performed a more sophisticated and detailed GPR study on the anomaly. This
study closely examined a 20 foot by 20 foot area at the anomaly and utilized a computer
system to perform detailed analysis of the returned signal. This study located a non-natural
partially metallic object at about six feet below the ground. The results of this study has been
examined by a number of highly qualified experts at the University of Arizona, by the
National Parks experts and radar experts consulted by this writer. All of them agree that the
buried object is not a natural phenomena and that it contains some metallic components.
The following figures are computer enhanced GPR results obtained by Dr. Sternberg’s June
1989 study. The computer enhancement has color coded the power level which was returned
from that location below the ground. The color coding is :
purple
blue
green
yellow
red

- no return
- low to medium return
- medium return
- medium-high return
- high return

The first figure is typical of a GPR return over the type of soil encountered at the Casa
Grande Ruins. The solid blue (dark) band at a depth of about 3 feet below the surface is the
radar signal return from the caliche layer which exist at this level. The caliche in the Casa
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Grande area, a common type of soft caliche, is a conglomerate consisting of sand, gravel,
etc. embedded in calcium carbonate at about a depth of 2 feet. This type of caliche is formed
at a 2 foot depth by precipitation from carbon dioxide-charged rain water, which has
dissolved calcium carbonate in its passage through the soil (definition from Bulletin 131, U.
of A., 1930). The caliche has formed a solid wall at this level and returns or attenuate most
of the radar signal allowing every little energy to penetrate this layer. The squiggly lines
extending downward in the figure are the radar signal returns overlaid on the computer
constructed power return graph.

Figure 99 GPR return over normal desert
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The following figure is the results of a GPR return taken over a spot where the caliche has
been removed (possibly to be used to build Casa Grande). Note how the blue band is
missing.

Figure 100 GPR return over missing caliche

63

This next figure is one of the computer enhanced GPR results of the anomaly.

Figure 101 GPR of anomaly
Notice that the solid blue band has been broken where the caliche was removed when the
hole was dug. The red and yellow spots indicate high radar signal returns typical of metallic
objects. From studies made of the GPR results, the objects with the high radar return appear
to be about 6 to 8 inches in size and sparsely distributed. This writers believes that they
indicate hinges on a chest and that this chest contains documents from the Tucson Presidio
or the Mission of San Xavier Del Bac. Documents of the period before 1847 from these
locations have never been found.
This writer in conjunction with an archeological team negotiated with the National Park
Service for more than 4 years to have this location examined in more detail. The National
Park Service was supportive during the early phases of the study but became intransigent
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and politically manipulative after it was determined that something of potential value existed
at the location. The National Park Service, after the years of negotiation and a number of
sacrifices by the parties involved, rejected the proposal for further examination.
One of the common areas on the THREE stone, Picacho Mountain, is common between the
Casa Grande map and the Desert map. As the reader follows the directions and proceeds
toward South Butte, he will pass the Picacho Mountain before he arrives at the Gila River
about 10 miles to the east of Casa Grande. Before discussing the Desert map which these
directions lead to, the F-map will be discussed first because the Desert map extends into the
CAVITY stone and the explanations of this map will logically take us onto the CAVITY
stone; where as, the F-map is complete and contained.
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F-MAP

The F-map is the separate detailed map which defines an area along the Gila River in the
vicinity of Grayback Mountain. The Grayback Mountain area is approximately 25 miles east
of the Casa Grande Ruins and can be reached by simply following the Gila River to the
indicated location. Bill Steila and myself have briefly explored the area and verified the
accuracy of the map in this area; however, not the reason for indicating the area. The
meaning of the symbols are:

Figure 103 F-map symbol definitions
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The shape of the Gila river is exactly the way the river flows past Grayback Mountain as
shown in the following topographical map. The red dot is the indicated location along the
Gila river.

Figure 104 Gila River as it passes Grayback Mountain
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Overlaying the Gila river symbol on the topographic map shows the area along the Gila in
more detail. The symbol for Grayback mountain does not align with Grayback mountain at
this magnification because the Grayback mountain symbol was drawn relative to how it
looked from Casa Grande:

Figure 105 Symbol overlay on Gila River
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When the F and 8 of the stone tablets are overlaid on the topographic map at the indicated
location the 8 falls on a double peaked hill and the F aligns with the arroyo as shown if the
following illustration:

Figure 106 F and 8 overlay
It may be hard to visualize the nature of the area from the above illustration and the
following drawing which this writer drew after exploring the area might help:
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Figure 107 Drawing of F and 8 area
The end of the long arm of the F ends at copper butte. It's possible that the Author drew this
area to indicate the mineralized region of copper butte which is still being mined at the
present time. If this was truly the reason, why draw the arroyo in such detail? This detail
seems to go beyond what would have been needed for directions only. Was the detail added
for a similar reason that the detail was added to the Walker Butte symbol on the Casa
Grande Map? Our preliminary exploration of this area provided no answers to these type of
questions so they must remain unanswered for now.
It's time now to turn our attention to the next detailed map of the THREE stone - the desert
map. This map will lead us from the THREE stone onto the CAVITY stone and finally
into the Superstition Mountain , one of the most mysterious places on the Earth.
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THE DESERT MAP

The desert map is another detailed map on the THREE stone which takes the reader from
the Gila river into the Superstition Mountain. This map is not complete unto itself but
combines with the CAVITY stone to form a complete map. The following discussion will
explore the portion of the map contained on the THREE stone.
The meaning of the symbols on this map are:

Figure 109 Desert map symbol meaning
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The first thing to do is to review how the Author directs the reader to arrive at the location
where this map applies. The first set of very general directions were on the PRIEST stone
where the symbols extended from the end of the cross held by the statue of the priest:

Figure 110 PRIEST stone directions
The more detailed directions are, of course, on the Casa Grande map. These direction can be
seen in the following illustration:

Figure 111 Sighting on South Butte and Grayback
The general directions on the PRIEST stone and the
above the symbol of the Casa
Grande Ruins on the THREE stone say to turn toward South Butte. After turning, the 3 says
to go a long 3 leagues (about 10 miles) to a river (the Gila) and then go another 2 leagues
(about 5 miles) and you will encounter the trail.
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Now that we know the direction and the distances, let's explore the nature of the start of the
trail.

After leaving Casa Grande in the direction of South Butte, one passed Picacho Mountain to
the South and finally reaches the Gila river at about the present day city of Florence, a
distance of 10 miles. Continuing in the same direction toward South Butte, at a distance of 5
miles you reach China Wash as seen in the following topographical map (parts of two
maps).
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Figure 113 China Wash on sighting line
Before continuing the exploration of this trail, a part of the Desert map should be discussed
that, while part of the Desert map, is not part of the trail we are about to travel. The Desert
map shows a mountain to the south of South Butte:
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The following animated topographic map shows South Butte and this mountain:

Figure 115 South Butte and Mountain

As can be seen, the position of the mountain relative to South Butte and the characteristics
of the mountain such as the steep west side and the slope to a second peak are accurately
portrayed. The interesting point is that while South Butte rises to a height of 2848 feet - a
good 1000 feet above the desert floor - the mountain on the other hand rises to a height of
about 2200 feet or only a little more than 300 feet above the desert floor. South Butte is
visible for miles and therefor makes a good anchor point for giving directions; however, the
mountain is generally not even visible from most of the surrounding desert. Why include the
mountain on the stone if it doesn't have any value? In most likelihood, the mountain
probably did have some value to the Author of the Tablets or he would not have included it.
We have no indication at the present time why the Author included this mountain. A
potentially interesting footnote, however, is some information Bill Steila and myself
received from Dr. Thomas E. Glover (physiologist: phD, University of London) a historical
researcher of the Arizona area. Part of his investigation technique is to collect oral histories.
During his research he interviewed a individual who said he had found the ruins of what
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appeared to be a small Spanish or Mexican fort while he was 4-wheeling. His directions
were not precise but they seem to indicate he was in Donnelly Wash about the area of the
mountain indicated on the stone. Bill Steila and I explored the area but could not find the
ruins referred to.
Returning to the start of the trail-

The Gila river crosses the trail about halfway between two dots. Each dot along the trail
represents one league. A league is about 2.6 miles so this implies that the trail starts about
1.3 miles from the Gila river. Indeed, the point where China wash hits the South Butte
"sighting" line is more than 1 mile from the Gila river. Many washes in desert country are
only slight depressions in the desert floor, but there can be no mistake when you have
reached China wash because there is a large 15-20 foot drop as can be seen in the following
photograph taken of the spot where the China wash touches the "sighting" line:
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Figure 117 Photo of start at China wash

One could follow China wash to the Gila river or go directly north from this spot and
intersect the Gila river. In either case, the trail directions indicate that the trail crosses the
Gila river and continues on the other side in a direction slightly east of north. On the
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opposite shore of the spot where China wash empties into the Gila river is another wash,
which as the desert map indicates has a slight north north-east direction to it. It is this wash
which the trail enters after crossing the Gila as is illustrated in the following highlighted
topographic map:

Figure 118 Trail down China wash and into wash on north side of the Gila
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After crossing the Gila river and following the wash on the north side, the desert map
indicates that one will reach a spring:

Figure 119 Spring indicated on Desert map
However, how far up the wash must one travel? The symbol for the spring is just floating off
to the side of the trail with no indication of where it is along the trail. As shown in the
following illustration, one could connect the symbol to the trail in a number of orientations:

Figure 120 Where to attach symbol to trail?
This writer measured a distance to the spring of about 4.3 miles. This is a very rough
measurement from the odometer plus an estimate of the distance to where the Gila river is
from the start of road going up the wash. 4.3 miles is 1.6 leagues so it appears that the
Author of the tablets used the technique of a perpendicular direction to the symbol from the
trail.
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The next symbol along the trail is the south-west peak of Mineral Mountain:

Figure 121 Next stop Mineral Mountain
By the time one has reached the spring the south-west peak of Mineral Mountain has taken on
the shape indicated on the stone tablet as shown in the following photograph taken from the
spring.

Figure 122 Photo of peak from spring
Following the wash up leads naturally to a spot over the crest of the mountain very close to
this peak. The distance to this crest as indicated by the map is less than 1 league (i.e. less that
2.6 miles). The topographical map shows the distance to be about 1.5 miles; however, the
distance as traveled on the ground would be greater.
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Figure 123 Highlighted peak on topographical map showing present day road going
over crest near peak - the same as trail on Desert map.
The next symbol on the Desert map is a large deeply carved hole. This symbol is carved to a
depth of 3/4 of an inch - by far, the deepest symbol on the Tablets (except, of course,for the
heart cavity).

Figure 124 Hole symbol
As already discussed, our position in this theory of the Tablets is that all "single dots" are
indications of mining districts or mineralized areas and that the size of the "dot" represented
the extent of known (or expected?) mineralization. Obviously, this symbol being so large
must represent a heavily mineralized area. A quick perusal of a present day topographical
map of the area known as Mineral Mountain will bear out this fact by the number of mines
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indicated in the area.
The symbol after the hole is reached (following the trail on the tablet) by descending from the
crest of Mineral Mountain into another wash and following it for a total distance of about 3/4
mile.

Figure 125 Mine 3/4 mile after crest
The symbol represents two small hills by the side of the wash. The dot in the symbol
represents a mine at that location.
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The following photograph of the mine was taken from the wash as it passes the small hills..

Figure 126 Bill Steila at mine
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The mining techniques used in the mine are those typically used in the 1800s by Spanish and
Mexican miners; for example, the arched roof for support and shaft just large enough to
follow the vain.

Figure 127 Mine shaft following vain on left
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The next symbol along the trail on the right side which looks like an upside down 4, is a
symbol indication for permanent water.

Figure 128 Seep symbol
This symbol like the 2 Xs on this stone and the X on the HEART stone are all symbols
representing a source of permanent water. The reason why this symbol looks different is
because the permanent water referred to is not a spring as in the other instances but a seep. A
seep, while generally a permanent source of water, may not always be visible on the surface
as surface availability would depend on the season and weather conditions. When a seep
location looks dry, holes can be dug into the surface and water will start to seep to the
surface. The location of this particular symbol is not immediately along the trail indicated on
the stone but is a distance of about 3 miles from the trail to the east of the mine symbol. This
may seem like a great distance but one must remember that water is a scarce commodity in
deserts and this would be one of the closest source to the mine. In looking over the area of the
seep on a topographical map, this writer has noticed that the area is heavily mined. The fact
that the area around the seep was mineralized may have been another reason for including it
on the stone.
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The next symbol along the trail, Dromedary Peak:

Figure 129 Dromedary Peak 6 leagues from start of trail
is a little more than 6 leagues or about 16 miles from the start of the trail. At this point
Mineral Mountain has been left far behind and the trail has been crossing open desert.
The importance of Dromedary Peak is as a road sign. First, it is used as a focal point while
traveling the more than 7 miles of open desert. The importance of heading in this direction is
that the only permanent source of water is in the vicinity of this peak and using this peak as a
direction indicator will ensure that the water will be found . Second, it is at this point along
the trail that a sharp change in direction, as indicated, is required to both reach the water and
continue on the trail leading onto the CAVITY stone. There is a small wash near the base of
this peak which is to be followed to accomplish this.
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The following photograph is of Dromedary Peak at a point in the trail near the wash:

Figure 130 Dromedary Peak where trail turns.
Overlaying the symbol onto the photograph we have:

Figure 131 Symbol overlay
Note that the left peak is much more rounded than shown on the symbol; however, the
Author gives an indication - as he did on the Walker Butte/Cholla Mt symbol - that he drew
the symbol using "artistic license" by the extension lines at the top of the peak.
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Figure 132 Author's indication above left peak

The last symbol on the THREE stone portion of the Desert map is :

Figure 133 Spring at Florence Junction
the X indicating a permanent source of water. This is the permanent spring at Florence
Junction.
The spring, as the Author indicated, is about 1 league beyond Dromedary peak. The spring
would be the logical place to rest after crossing the desert. The next water indicated on the
tablets is about 7 leagues or about 18 miles. This distance would be a full days journey in the
1800s especially since the trail enters a mountainous area - the Superstition Mountain. The
remaining portion of the trail past the spring (2 leagues) leads onto the CAVITY stone and
will be discussed in that section.
Historical research on the Tablets, such as it is, indicates that the Tablets were found in close
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proximity of Florence Junction. They are said to have been found buried on a nearby hill.
Assuming this information is correct, a natural question to ask is "Why bury them in such an
isolated location?". It must be apparent to the reader by now that, during the time frame in
question, one required the stone tablets to arrive at this location! It is this writer's opinion
that they were buried during an abortive trip into the Superstition Mountain in about 1864
(almost 20 years after they were carved). According to Sims Ely, an early Arizona
researcher, a group of Mexicans with mules carrying gold ore were ambushed by Apache
Indians in the Superstition Mountain in about 1864. The story of the incident which Mr. Ely
relates was collected from an Apache Indian who participated in the battle. It would not be a
stretch of the imagination to form a connection between the tablets and the group of Mexican
miners attacked and develop a scenario where the survivors of the ambush return to the
spring at Florence Junction in a weak and defeated condition. Since survival would be
utmost on their mind, carrying 100 pounds of rock over the desert would have a low priority.
The decision would have been made to bury them and retrieve them at a later date - if
possible. The tablets waited nearly 90 years to be retrieved.
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THE CAVITY STONE and HEART STONE

Figure 134 CAVITY STONE

Figure 135 HEART STONE

Figure 136 CAVITY STONE with HEART STONE
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The CAVITY and HEART stone need to be discussed concurrently because they are part of
the same map. Why the Author created the HEART stone is a mystery. Perhaps it was
because it would act like a key to a lock. When it was installed the entire map would be
readable, and like a key it was small and portable. While not a geologist, this writer while
reviewing aerial photographs of the Superstition Mountain with a transparent overlay of the
HEART was surprise how the shape of the HEART seem to follow geological structures
within the Superstition Mountain.
These tablets contain a number of complex isolated and/or interrelated symbols and
directions scattered over a large distance so in this section the stone face of the CAVITY and
HEART will not be replicated with all the features highlighted as was done with the other
stone faces.
It was mentioned at the beginning of this book that is was the reproduction of the CAVITY
stone with the HEART stone in R. C. Crossland's book "This Trail is Dangerous" which
sparked the development of this theory of the tablet. It was said that the geographical area of
the depicted map was recognized. But what feature was it that this writer recognized? It was
La Barge Canyon. La Barge Canyon in the Superstition Mountain has a unique shape which
was easily perceived. The following illustration has La Barge Canyon highlighted.

Figure 137 La Barge Canyon highlighted.
However, there were several points about the reproduction in Mr. Crossland's book that were
vexing.
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The first bewildering point is the side canyon entering La Barge from the north about half
way down the canyon:

Figure 138 Side canyon entering La Barge
While there is a canyon entering La Barge at this point, it's nature is quite different than that
shown on the tablets. This difference will be explored later and the reason for this variation
will be clarified.
The second point is the direction of La Barge shown on the map. The direction of La Barge
should have been closer to the direction shown in the following illustration:

Figure 139 Direction of La Barge Canyon
This may seem like a minor point but if the map was to be used to give directions it must be
accurate!
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The Author does account for this variation by the triangular symbol with the tail at the
bottom right of the CAVITY stone which is highlighted in the following illustration:

Figure 140 North pointer
This symbol is a NORTH pointer. North is normally positioned at the top of the map;
however, in this case the Author decided to place north in a different direction. This
difference is about 20 degrees, thus accounting for the direction of La Barge Canyon, as can
be seen in the next illustration.

Figure 141 North indicator offset
Before continuing on the trail from the THREE stone, let's cover some general features of
the CAVITY stone. The CAVITY stone covers an area about 25 miles by 25 miles situated
along the Salt river which includes the Superstition Mountain range.

93

This theory of the tablets contends that the "R" in the upper right hand corner of the stone:

Figure 142 the R
Is used as a link back to the HORSE stone, and is the R in RIO as shown in the following
illustration:

Figure 143 Cavity area on HORSE stone
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The CAVITY stone exhibits three entrances into the Superstition Mountain wilderness area
in addition to the natural La Barge Canyon entrance:

Figure 144 Entry points into the Superstition Mountain wilderness
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The Fish Creek entry is a rather isolated point and was probably included on the map more
for directions to what is now HORSE MESA than as an entry into the Superstition
Mountain wilderness.

Figure 145 Fish Creek entry point
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Horse Mesa is a unique mesa in the area in that it contained an abundance of grass and water
and ample isolated grazing area for animals as the mesa acts as a natural coral. Sims Ely
during his research found an old trail going to the top of Horse Mesa as well as bones of
mules on top of the mesa. His research indicates that after the massacre of the Mexicans by
the Apache that the Apache took the captured mules up to this mesa to eat.

Figure 146 Fish Creek and Horse Mesa
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Let's examine the directions the Author uses to steer the reader to this area. The CAVITY
stone symbols used are highlighted in the following illustration:

The first part of the directions indicate that the reader should go around the west side of the
Superstition Mountain for a distance of 1 league past the small peak at the south west corner
of the Superstition Mountain. This part of the directions are common to the directions given
by the Author for the First Water entry into the Superstition Mountain (which will be
discussed later). Note how the Author carved the top of the small peak to point to the bottom
of the 1 and the arrow point to the top of the 1.

Figure 148 First part of directions
The handle part of what looks like a knife is not completely understood; however, it should
be noted that the bottom part looks every much like the hoof of a horse or mule, so perhaps
the Author was attempting to indicate some information with this feature. The feature which
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looks like an A inside the handle will be discussed later during the First Water entry
discussion.
The second part of the directions takes the reader to the Salt river via Apache Gap and then
down Willow creek- the most logical way to get to the Salt river in the 1800's:

Figure 149 Apache Gap and Willow creek
The third part of the directions not only indicates the nature of the Salt river from Willow
creek to the "notch" point along the Salt river, but also seems to indicates several point of
interest to the Author and reader:

Figure 150 Salt river directions
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The symbol:

describes the course of the Salt river from willow creek to the notch as can be seen in the
following overlay of the symbol on a map of the Salt river.

Figure 152 Overlay on Salt River
The red highlighted spot to the left marks a sharp turn in the river where there is also a cave
which this theory of the Tablets suggests is indicated by the carving at the tip of the symbol.
This writer and Bill Steila examined this cave with a metal detector but could not find
anything unusual there. Why the Author made a point to indicate this cave is not known at
the present time. The area indicated by the "notch" on the stone along the Salt River is where
this symbol ends. Research at this area is still ongoing and has revealed some interesting
information; however, it is still to early to report on the nature of this information.
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The First Water entrance:

Figure 153 First Water entry point
was passed on the way to the Fish Creek entrance so let's go back and explore that entry.
The CAVITY symbols associated with this entrance are highlighted in the following
illustration:

Figure 154 First Water symbols
where the red highlights are the major symbols and the purple (i.e. La Barge Canyon) a
secondary feature.
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The first part of the directions, as already mentioned, indicate that the reader should go
around the west side of the Superstition Mountain for a distance of 1 league past the small
peak at the south west corner of the Superstition Mountain.

Figure 155 First part of directions
At this distance, presently, is the town of Goldfield. Goldfield is a gold mining town which
legend has was started by finding an old Spanish mine at the top of a small hill which was
covered by a large bolder. So let's pose the question, "Is there any symbols on the CAVITY
stone which might suggest that this area was a mining area and possibly indicate a particular
mine on a hill?".
The answer to that question - at least to the first part - would be "yes" using the tenants of this
theory. This theory suggests that all "Dots" represent mining districts and there is a "Dot"
carved at this area:

Figure 156 Dot representing mining district.
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The answer to the second part of the question could be "yes" if the legend of how Goldfield
got started is true and the Author meant to represent the mine at the top of a hill by the
symbol which looks like an A inside the knife handle:

Figure 157 Possible suggestion of mine.
Returning to the First Water directions, the First Water map then directs the reader to travel
into the Superstition Mountain. At 1 league past the south west tip of the Superstition
Mountain one encounters a wash which, when followed, takes the reader into the Superstition
Mountain:

Figure 158 First Water entrance
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In examining the First Water trail head on a present day trail map of the Superstition
Mountain, it is interesting to notice that the entrance still follows the wash as suggested by
the CAVITY stone:

Figure 159 First Water trail head
However, if today's trail were to arch as suggested by the CAVITY stone:

Figure 160 First Water trail following suggested path
The trail goes directly to Garden Valley and picks up the Black Mesa Trail which local
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history says is one of the oldest trails in the Superstition Mountain and also suggests that it
existed before American occupation of the area. Further, it is at Garden Valley where the
following illustrated symbol on the First Water map has meaning:

Figure 161 Garden Valley symbol
The reason for including this symbol on the map is not completely understood at the present
time, but at least one of its purposes is to indicate to the reader a method to get to La Barge
Canyon after he has passed First Water and reached Garden Valley:

Figure 162 Direction to La Barge Canyon from First
Water
This symbol has two different scale factors, so the following discussion will break the symbol
into two parts.
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The first part of the directions are indicated by:

Figure 163 First part of directions
This part tells the reader that after crossing the First Water Canyon to leave the Black Mesa
trail and follow what is today the Second Water trail through Garden Valley as shown in the
following highlighted Superstition Mountain trail map:

Figure 164 Symbols overlayed on Trail map
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The second part of the symbol:

Figure 165 Second part of symbol
as indicated, directs the reader to the Second Water canyon. This part of the symbol is drawn
at a different ,slightly larger, scale than the first part of the symbol.
The following topographical map has the symbol draw in:

Figure 166 Second part of symbol on topographical map
Although it may not be clear on the topographical map, the directions direct the reader to
drop into a small draw from the original trail, follow the draw a short distance, then drop into
a second small draw which takes the reader to Second Water canyon.
107

This writer and Bill Steila, while researching the possible meaning of this symbol, went to
Second Water canyon in company of an individual who was going to show us Obe Stoker's
mine and who knows this area of the Superstition Mountain very well. He NATURALLY
took us this direction to Second Water canyon instead of following the present Second Water
trail all the way without knowing our interpretation of the symbol (which we didn't even
know at the time ). At the point in the present Second Water trail where our guide dropped
into the draw, Bill and I were surprised to find a Saguaro cactus which had an arm which
pointed to the small draw cut off . It is, of course, not known if there is any connection
between this symbol and the missing cactus arm.
What was the importance of this symbol and Second Water canyon? Was it the permanent
water in Second Water or as a path to La Barge canyon? Local history tells of an individual
by the name of Obe Stoker who claimed to have found an old Spanish mine in Second Water
canyon in 1924 (with many elaborate details about what he found and how the shaft led to a
cavern in the mountain, etc.). He didn't work the mine when he found it and didn't even go
back to it until 1936. When he did go back, the mine shaft had completely collapsed. He
spent a number of years trying to reopen the shaft until he became to old to work it. While
most researchers of the area discount his story, the interesting point is that when the distance
up Second Water which the Second Water part of the symbol indicates is calculated one is
about 50 yards from the entrance of Obe Stoker's mine shaft!
Since we are at the junction of the Second Water canyon and La Barge canyon:

Figure 167 Destination - La Barge canyon
why don't we explore La Barge canyon now before finishing the First Water primary map.
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The first symbol reached when traveling up La Barge canyon is:

Figure 168 Symbol on north side of La Barge
This symbol represents Squaw Canyon on the north side of La Barge Canyon as seen in the
following trail map of the Superstition Mountain:

Figure 169 Squaw Canyon in La Barge Canyon

109

Drawing in the symbol for Squaw Canyon (roughly drawn) and the trail it would look like
this:

Figure 170 Symbol at Squaw Canyon
There are several interesting points about the symbol and Squaw Canyon.
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The first point is how the symbol is drawn at the top as highlighted in the following
illustration:

Figure 171 Cave indication on symbol
As stated earlier, this theory maintains that is would represent a CAVE and indeed there is a
cave at this point in Squaw Canyon. The cave, many years ago, contained an Indian cliff
dwelling but recent explorers of the cave have extracted a heavy toll of the structure
attempting to find buried treasure there.
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The second point is that at the location where the symbol on the tablet touches La Barge
Canyon is an area known as Marsh Valley:

Figure 172 Marsh Valley in Squaw Canyon
According to local history, Marsh Valley is an area where evidence of an old Spanish camp
grounds have been found and also what has been termed as an old "race track". There was a
large spring in this area making it an ideal location for a camp; however, it was destroyed by
an earthquake in the 1800's.
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Continuing along La Barge Canyon, one comes to the symbol which at the start of this
discussion on the CAVITY stone was said to be a side canyon entering La Barge from the
north; however, it should be recalled that it was stated that the nature of the canyon was
different than as illustrated on the Tablet:

Figure 173 Side canyon entering La Barge
The side canyon referred to is Charlebois Canyon which enters La Barge Canyon just to the
east of Black Mountain:

Figure 174 Charlebois Canyon
It is obvious that the shape of Charlebois Canyon is different than the way that the Author
illustrated it on the Tablet even though the position along La Barge Canyon is correct.
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Let's see if it can be determined why the Author drew the canyon as he did. A close
inspection of the way he carved the canyon as is comes into La Barge Canyon shows a slight
irregularity at the point where the canyon enters La Barge as shown in the following
highlighted illustration made from the photograph of the HEART stone:

Figure 175 photo

Figure 176 Highlighted entry

Note how there is a slight jog to the right at the canyon's entrance to La Barge Canyon.
A review of a Superstition Mountain trail map shows a feasible explanation for this jog at the
entrance as can be seen in the following highlighted illustration:

Figure 177 Trail map at entrance
Just past the entrance to Charlebois Canyon is the start of Peters trail which leaves Charlebois
and travels over Peters Mesa to Peters Canyon. Local history maintains that this trail was in
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existence before the American occupation of the area.
Now that we have proposed an explanation which could account for the Author's version of
the carving of the side canyon , which has turned out to be a trail and not a canyon, let's see
if the rest of the symbol can be explained with the same rigor!
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The first thing to do is to isolate the symbols which are associated with or thought to be
associated with these directions, as is done in the following illustration:

Figure 178 issolated symbols
The next thing is to highlight the rest of Peters trail and physical features on the trail map
which this theory maintains are represented by these symbols:

Figure 179 Highlighted symbols on trail map
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Peters trail and the known major physical features along the trail and Peters Canyon do
account for most of the symbols that the Author carved; however, the symbols isolated in the
box have not yet been explained:

Figure 180 Unknown symbols
The “Dot” according to the present theory would represent a mining area and most likely the
other symbol was placed there by the Author to direct the reader to this area.
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Returning to La Barge Canyon, and traveling further east the next feature encountered is what
appears to be a side canyon from the south. In this case the portrayal is correct, there is a side
canyon entering La Barge at this point as pointed out in the following illustration isolating
these features:

Figure 181 Bluff Spring Canyon
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Tracing this out on the topographical map of the area is shown in the following illustration:
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Figure 182 Topographic map of Bluff Spring Canyon
As will be shown later, when entering the Superstition Mountain via Peralta Canyon, the trail
which continues from the THREE stone, the reader reaches Bluff (or Crystal) Spring . This
is the point where if he wished to get to La Barge Canyon he would simply travel up Bluff
Spring Canyon to it’s intersection with La Barge Canyon.
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But returning to our present discussion and continuing east up La Barge Canyon, there are the
following symbols (shown in red):

Figure 183 La Barge symbols
The symbol on the south side of La Barge canyon is a three peaked hill which starts just to
the east of the Bluff Spring Canyon junction:

Figure 184 Hills
The following highlighted photograph of the hills was taken at a point just past this junction:

Figure 185 hills (east is to left)

Figure 186 symbol rotated

Note how each of the peaks get smaller as indicated by the symbol on the tablet!
The importance of this symbol seems to be, at least in part, directional. The symbol on the
north side of La Barge starts at the east end of this symbol. This writer’s examination of this
symbol has led him to believe that the Author of the Tablets placed a small hash mark at the
top of the smallest hill to indicate this. Part of the north symbol can easily be seen as one
travels down La Barge Canyon.
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This part is:

which is the tip of the mountain just east of the junction of Trap

Canyon and La Barge Canyon. This peak becomes visible a little past La Barge Spring and
one heads directly toward it while passing the three peaked hill.
On close inspection, the symbol on the north side has some interesting features which are
highlighted below:

Figure 188 North side symbol
The hole or “Dot” would represent a mining area according to the present theory. This
writer in his study of this symbol has noted that the Author subtly flared the side of the
middle peak which is reminiscent of the symbols where he used this technique (according to
this theory) to indicate a cave. This writer has not yet explored this area other than to
verifying the character of the three hills on the south side of La Barge Canyon and the nature
of the Mountain peak of the north side symbol as one travels up La Barge canyon toward
Trap Canyon. The following topographical map has been highlighted where this writer
presumes the symbols are located. Note that there is a cave indication at the middle hill. The
Author’s purpose for indicating a cave are not known, but people familiar with the cave and
the area have indicated that it is a good size cave so it seems feasible that the Author included
it for orientation and directional purposes.
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Figure 189 topographic map of upper La Barge Canyon
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A possible interpretation, suggested by this writer, of the directions implied by the Author
for this group of symbols goes somthng like the following:

(1)

Follow La Barge past the three Hills toward the Mountain seen up La Barge Canyon.

Figure 190 North side symbol
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(2)

Go past this Mountain to a fork in the Canyon and follow the Northern fork past a
CAVE.

Figure 191 First part of symbol
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(3)

Follow this canyon past a bulge in the northern wall of the canyon to a second
distend. In the area of this protrusion, will be found a mineralized area.

Figure 192 Second part of symbol
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To complete the discussion of the First Water entrance, lets return to the Second Water
symbol and continue on the trail indicated by the arrow symbol. This trail is the Black Mesa
trail.
The first part of this trail is highlighted on the following trail map:

Figure 193 Black Mesa trail
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When you reach a point on the Black Mesa trail just before the decent to Aylors Caballo
Camp, you reach a view point where the end of the arrow becomes obvious. This point is
shown in the following highlighted trail map:

Figure 194 Black Top Mesa - suggested end of First Water map
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The following photograph was taken from this view point and shows Black Top Mesa.

Figure 195 Black Top Mesa from view point
The following is the outline of Black Top Mesa from the photograph with Bull Pass and the
end of pointer highlighted:

Figure 196 Outline from photograph
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Notice how the outline of Black Top Mesa agrees with the outline on the symbol:

Figure 197 End of arrow
There is an orientation problem with this symbol in relation to the actual Black Top Mesa.
Black Top Mesa has a North-South orientation and the symbol has a East-West orientation
when inserted into the CAVITY stone. Why the Author did this is unknown; however, as
will be shown later, the end of the trail continued from the THREE stone onto the CAVITY
stone also ends on Black Top Mesa so it would have been impossible to draw the symbol so
that it would satisfy both approaches in any case. In addition, the symbol does have an NorthSouth orientation when the HEART stone is removed from the CAVITY and held where the
top of the heart is pointed north.
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Figure 198 Entrances into Superstition Mountain
Wilderness
So, at this point, the features associated with the First Water, La Barge Canyon, and Fish
Creek entrances of the CAVITY stone have been explored and studied. Focusing on the
remaining entrance, Peralta Canyon, returns us to the trail leaving the THREE stone.
Recall that at the end of the discussion of the THREE stone how the last symbol (the X) was
identified as a spring at Florence Junction and that this spring was the last permanent water
before entering the Superstition Mountain. Let’s return to this spring and continue the
journey.
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Figure 199 Trail from THREE
stone
The trail, after passing Florence Junction, continues for about 2 leagues before continuing on
the CAVITY stone. The reason for the shape of the trail is that it skirts some large hills in
front of the Superstition Mountain and enters Peralta Canyon - a natural highway into the
Superstition Mountain. The stone indicates that the trail to the entrance is about 6 leagues or
15 miles.
Traveling up Peralta Canyon the top of the south face of the Superstition Mountain takes on
the shape indicated by the symbol on the HEART stone:

Figure 200 South face
A close inspection of this symbol at the trail entry point shows a demonstration of how the
Author specifically indicates the route to be taken after the reader has traveled up Peralta
Canyon and arrives at the entrance to the Superstition Mountain.
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At the right side of the symbol :

Figure 201 Entrance indication
is a carved feature which indicates a canyon entrance at the end of the front face symbol.
Examining a topographic map of this area and knowing the trail system of the Superstition
Mountain it is easy to ascertain what the Author meant by this depiction.
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The following highlighted topographic map of Miners Needle, Miners Canyon and Miners
trail clearly shows what the Author was implying:

Figure 202 Highlighted Miners trail enterance
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Miners Needle brings up an interesting point. First, recall how this area was referred to on the
HORSE tablet where the tablet referred to both Weavers Needle and Miners Needle:

Figure 203 Weavers and Minors Needle
But the HEART stone and in particular the present symbol does not seem to indicate Miners
Needle. It is this writer’s opinion that the Author did indicate it in a subtle manor by doubly
using the league marker on the trail to both indicate the distance and to refer to Miners
Needle; thereby, creating a level of encryption which would make the entry point more
difficult to determine on the chance that the tablets feel into the wrong hands.
The stone tablet trail continues on past Miners Needle about ½ a league to a symbol for a
spring. This spring is about 18 miles from the spring at Florence Junction and is at the base of
Bluff Spring Mountain. Local history of the area indicates that early explorers of the region
found that the spring had been curbed by a skillfully laid rock wall, which stood some two
feet above the surface and reached down to a considerable depth; thus, creating a permanent
and protected water supply. From this location, it is possible to travel up Bluff Spring
Canyon to La Barge Canyon as has already been suggested during the discussion of La Barge
Canyon.
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To follow the trail indicated on the HEART stone, the Author implies that one should
somehow travel northward in an area west of Bluff Spring Canyon and east of Weavers
Needle to what is now known to be Black Top Mesa:

Figure 204 Indicated trail
Is there a logical and reasonable trail that can be taken from Bluff Spring as suggested by the
Author that fulfills these conditions? Let’s take a look at a topographical map and see. Since
the area is rather large to reproduce in this book it will be done in two parts.
The first part of the trail is highlighted in the following topographical map and goes from
Bluff Spring to Bluff Saddle a point which enters Needle Canyon:

Figure 205 Bluff Spring to Bluff Saddle
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The second part of the trail is highlighted in the following topographical map and goes from
Bluff Saddle to Black Top Mesa:

Figure 206 Bluff Saddle to Black Top Mesa
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The trail ends on Black Top Mesa just as the First Water entrance did. While there is no
known indication on the tablet that this is a mineralized area (i.e. The “Dot” symbol), the
Author must have had compelling reasons for these directions! This is the terminal point of a
trail which started back about fifty miles on the Gila river on the THREE stone and that start
point was arrived at after following directions which took the reader about eighty miles from
Tucson! This trip would have taken 9 days assuming a traveling speed of 15 miles a day
which is a reasonable hypothesis for the time period.
A mysterious feature of the CAVITY stone still needs to be discussed. This feature is seen
when the HEART stone is removed from it’s cavity on the CAVITY stone.

Figure 207 CAVITY STONE with HEART removed
A number of symbols can be seen carved in the cavity. Little is known of the purpose for
most of the symbols. This writer is convinced that the 1847 is not a date as is often
suggested. This writer originally thought that the
was Weavers Needle;

however, while this symbol is most likely a symbol for a butte, this does not seem to be the
case because Weavers Needle appears to be part of the 1847. When a transparency of the

1847 was placed on an areal photograph of the Superstition Mountain at the point indicated
by their position on the CAVITY stone , the 8 and 4 fall on physical features which are well
described by the symbols. The right side of the 8 falls exactly on Weavers Needle and the left
side falls on a conical shaped mountain. The 4 curiously enough falls on Black Top Mesa!
The following topographical map of the area has these symbols drawn in (not overlaid as on
the areal photograph).

138

Figure 209 8 and 4 drawn on topographical map of the area
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A review of a point made during the discussion of the PRIEST stone might be appropriate
here. This discussion involved the symbols which extended from the cross held by the priest:

Figure 210 symbols extending from cross
It was suggested during this deliberation that part of the symbol string could be translated as:
“Use the HEART map and go past the 8 and continue north (the N ) and then ...”
And it was stated that the Author was , in part, alluding to Weavers Needle by the 8. The
alignment of the 8 and 4 over these physical features supports that earlier proposal.
This brings to a conclusion the examination on this theory of the Superstition Tablets.
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